
 

 

Student Government  
Regular Meeting of the Steering Committee 

Toledo, Ohio 
Monday, April 9, 2018 

7:00 PM 
 

The meeting of the Student Government Steering Committee was called to order at 7:00 PM in 
the Student Government office of the Student Union.  

 
Members Present: Jimmy Russell, Drew Williams, Marty Linthicum, Becca Sturges, Andrew 
Montry, Michael Revilla, Anna Walker, Jordan Welty, Kyle Zapadka, Alex Krabill  
 
Members Absent: Madison Lawson, Andy Taylor  
 
Guests: N/A 
 

Guest Speakers: 
 

- Motion for Senator Krabill to be in the meeting by Senator Montry, seconded by Senator 
Revilla. 

o Motion passes with no objections  
- Motion for Senator Bhakta to be in the meeting by President Russell, seconded by 

Senator Linthicum.  
o Motion passes with no objections  

- It was suggested that Senator Krabill wait to speak until his legislation was discussed, 
and he agreed.  

- Senator Bhakta stated that though his legislation was denied, the speakers on diversity 
were going to be in the Senate meeting 4/10, and arrangements needed to be made for 
them.  

o There was a motion to add speakers under guest speakers by President Russell, 
seconded by Senator Linthicum.  

▪ The motion passes with no objections.  
o Senator Bhakta stated that there would be four speakers: Dr. Flapp, Valerie 

Walston, Dr. William Ayres, and Dr. Sammy Spann.  
o Senator Bhakta stated that although the Walk with the UTPD was moved to the 

same night, Senator Sweet said the walk could be done a little later in case the 
Senate meeting went over due to the speakers.  

▪ President Russell motioned to limit the speakers’ time to 10 minutes, and 
Senator Linthicum seconded. Senator Bhakta also stated that he 
mentioned that time restraint in his communication with the speakers.  

▪ The motion passed 6-0.  
o Senator Linthicum asked where the speakers would be sitting since there would 

be no designated seats, and President Russell replied that they could sit 
wherever.  

 
 

Internal Affairs Report 
 
Senator Marty Linthicum: 
 

- Internal review of senate 



 

 

o Senator Linthicum reminded everyone to tell their committee members to do the 
internal review, and that he would also mention it at the Senate meeting.  

o COSGA:  
▪ President Russell suggested that the ideas gained from COSGA should 

simply be brought back to the committees and put in a transition 
document.  

▪ Vice President Williams stated that Chief Justice Lawson had already 
started a presentation for Senate, and Senator Linthicum echoed that 
they should do a presentation the next meeting.  

▪ President Russel motioned the COSGA presentation onto the agenda for 
next meeting (4/17) and Senator Linthicum seconded.  

• The motion passed 6-0.  
- The student government social night is on April 13th.   

o It will start at 9:00; the original plan was for everyone to donate $5, but instead 
now everyone will simply bring food.  

- Internal Affairs reviewed applicants for office assistant.   
o There were 5 resumes, but two were identical.  
o Internal approved and recommended #1 and #3.  
o The next step would be to set up interviews with these two candidates.   

- Internal Affairs came up with a new bag rule  
o Because the office is so busy, do not put any book bags on chairs.  

- Senator Linthicum asked for an update on priority registration, and President Russel 
stated that he would know more next Friday.  

- Senator Linthicum suggested that people running for an executive position next 
semester should make a 3 page powerpoint for why he/she is qualified.   

o President Russell stated that if someone wants to come with a formal 
presentation, he/she can do it; however, it takes away meaning to mandate it to 
everyone. He suggested that it be recommended but not mandated.  

o Senator Linthicum agreed and said he would announce that at the Senate 
meeting.  

- Student legal services appointment 
o There is a final meeting for the board on Friday, and the committee wanted to 

know who from student government would be back next year.   
o This year, board members wanted to do things during the summer, so people 

should be appointed for next term.  
▪ This should be announced and appointments then voted on the meeting 

after (4/17).  
- Internal Affairs approved the order in which people for next session are sworn in.  

o Senator Linthicum sent the order to the executive members and allowed them to 
review it.  

o The old President swears in the new President and the old Vice President 
swears in the new Vice President traditionally.  

o Senator Welty stated that he would make sure it was in the meeting powerpoint.  
o A suggestion was made that the new Speaker should be before the new senators 

so he/she could moderate. 
o In addition, the elected senators should be sworn in before the new Chief Justice 

so they can debate.  
o The Chief Justice was then put under the elected senators.  

- There is legislation from Internal Affairs up in new business  
 

External Affairs Report 



 

 

 
Senator Becca Sturges:  
 

- Rocket Prom is on April 12th.  
 

 
Campus Culture Report 

 
Senator Andrew Montry  
 

- The Walk with the UTPD is tomorrow.   
o Senator Montry stated that although Senator Sweet told Senator Bhakta going 

over in the Senate meeting was fine, he did not agree.  
o He stated that Senate needed to make sure that the time limit is recognized 

- The bookstore committee meeting was uneventful.  
 

Treasurer Report 
 

Senator Andy Taylor: 
 

- Annual reports are due the 27th of April for SAC. 
- SAC will be reappointed into Student Government, so that anyone on SAC must be 

approved by Senate.  
o Senate will approve anyone they think should be on the committee and OSIL will 

make final decisions  
o There will be no more quotas for representation, and Sarah will make sure 

Senate is being diverse.  
o President Russell asked about having an appointments committee, and Senator 

Taylor replied that he would announce it tomorrow and anyone who wants to help 
approve can join.  

o President Russell also asked where the committee would be under, and Senator 
Taylor replied that it would be under Internal Affairs. 

▪ The SAC chair will apply to be chair for 2 years. That chair will be on the 
presidential cabinet and meet as needed to talk about what is being 
funded so Senate knows what is happening. 

▪ The Chair does not necessarily have voting power but can have 
communication.  

o Senator Linthicum clarified that when Senator Taylor says approve, it means the 
Senate would rank the candidates and choose who is qualified.  

o Senator Taylor stated that the candidates should be a mix of those with 
experience and young students to grow into the position.  

▪ Fliers were made for the Student Allocation Committee and got sent out 
to every student via Orgsync. There are 5 returning members of SAC, so 
there can be a conversation with the Provost about priority registration of 
SAC.  

- Senator Taylor brought up whether the Treasurer role for Student Government going 
forward was worth it. He stated that it was enough of a job for a lower level position, and 
questioned whether it should be reincorporated into Internal Affairs.  

o President Russell agreed that it should be reincorporated, and additionally stated 
that all secretaries should be part of Internal Affairs, as it is a committee for lower 
members with less say in things.   



 

 

o The point was mentioned that the treasurer would need to be replaced for voting 
on Executive Committee.  

o Senator Taylor stated that someone can do budget and the role could be 
expanded to include anything purchase related, as well as creating and making a 
list. In addition, a lot of senators needed to apply to be on SAC, so it will be more 
of a committee on Student Government.  

 
Website Secretary Report 

 
Senator Michael Revilla: 
 

- The website was renewed and the calendar was updated.   
 
 

Legislative Secretary Report 
 

Senator Jordan Welty:  
 

- No report  
 

Recording Secretary Report 
 

Senator Becca Sturges:  
 

- No report  
 

Speaker of the Senate Report 
 
Speaker Kyle Zapadka: 
 

- No report  
 

SJC Report 
 

Justice Anna Walker  
 

- Peer procedural set for next week Tuesday April 17th 1 pm  
 

Vice President Report 
 
Vice President Drew Williams: 
 

- BSU has a renaissance gala coming up that help organizations give out awards to their 
members.  

o Student Government could be apart of it if it submitted three people for awards, 
but names were due that night (4/9).  

o This would give Student Government a chance to work with other organizations 
and foster collaborations.   

o President Russell suggested that Student Government does not do this because 
something similar is already done at the end of the year within the organization.  

o It was suggested that we only send in one award: a diversity champion/inclusion 



 

 

champion award and highlight someone who has exemplified that.  
▪ Speaker Zapadka asked if the award needed to be relevant to BSU, and 

Vice President Williams replied that it did not.  
▪ President Russell suggested taking nominations tomorrow at Senate and 

voting on who wins, but the point was made that the timing was too short, 
in which case it was agreed that Student Government would not 
participate.   

 
President Report 

 
President Jimmy Russell: 
 

- Next Friday, President Russell would be having lunch with the provost to discuss priority 
registration.   

- The names for the Alumni needed to be digitized, and President Russell stated that 
there would probably be another day where whoever was available met to work on it 
soon 

▪ Anther day this week or last week- running out of time  
- President Russell reminded everyone that he would be giving his State of the Student 

Government address on the last meeting.  
o Speaker Zapadka asked if it should be done the week before the last meeting, 

but Senator Linthicum disagreed.  
o Speaker Zapadka suggested that the time be limited to around 15 minutes.  

 
 

Old Business  
 
NONE 
 

New Business 

 
Associate Chief Justice Constitution Amendment:  

- Senator Welty, the author stated that the amendment was to add the associate chief 
justice onto executive as a nonvoting member.  

- There was a motion to move into debate by President Russell, seconded by Senator 
Linthicum.  

o President Russell stated that having the associate chief justice on executive 
committee was redundant.  

▪ If the associate chief justice was put on executive committee, every vice 
chair would also have to be on executive committee. 

▪ President Russell also stated that executive committee did not need to be 
huge, and if a chair could not make it, the vice chair or associate chief 
justice replaced them in that matter.  

▪ In addition, if the Chief Justice is not doing his/her job, it is our 
responsibility to remove him/her. This amendment is a waste of effort and 
sets up more complications for future executive boards.   

o President Russell motioned to table indefinitely, and Senator Linthicum 
seconded. 

o Vice President Williams objected on the grounds that he wanted to know the 
reasoning behind the amendment.  

▪ The objection was sustained by Speaker Zapadka.  



 

 

▪ Senator Welty stated that the Associate Chief Justice  is appointed by the 
President and confirmed by the Senate. A vice chair is chosen by hte 
committee. In addition, another person from SJC should be on executive 
committee.   

▪ Vice President Williams motion to move into debate, with Senator Montry 
seconding. 

▪ Senator Linthicum asked what adding another justice would contribute 
that is not already present. 

• Senator Welty replied that he/she could help with determining 
whether or not legislation is Constitution because, only one justice  
gets legislation before executive committee meetings.   

▪ Speaker Zapadka voiced that he was against it, but that he was unsure if 
it should be sent to the floor for Senate to vote on. 

o This is something that could get passed by the Senate, 
however; a lot of people are checked out for the year. This 
does not benefit Student Govenrment. If our Chief Justice 
is not able to see if something is unconstituitonal that is a 
different problem and cannot be solved by having another 
person on executive board. 

• President Russell stated that the meetings would be more 
redundant if another person was added. 

o President Russell then motioned to vote by acclimation, 
but Senator Linthicum objected on the grounds that it 
should be voted on by raise of hands. He withdrew his 
objection and seconded President Russel’s motion after he 
amended the motion to be vote by raise of hands. 

o It was clarified that vice chair has a vote when the chair of 
a committee is absent.  

o 5 voted to table indefinitely, 1 voted to not table 
indefinitely, and 0 abstained. 

 
Douglas Road Turn Signal Resolution:  

- The university has talked about putting a turn signal for Douglas road to combat the 
safety issue  

- Speaker Zapadka stated that Senator Kohler did a good job using the new template.  
o President Russell motioned to move into debate, and Senator Linthicum 

seconded.  
o Senator Revilla spoke in favor of the amendment, stating that that turn is very 

dangerous with lots of cars trying to turn left and the difficulty of visibility.  
o President Russell motioned the resolution to the floor, with Senator Linthicum 

seconding. 
o The motion passed 6-0.  

 
Freshmen Leaders Amendment:  

- President Russell motioned to hear the amendment and Senator Linthicum seconded. 
- Senator Krabill, the author, stated that there was 3 issues addressed in the amendment. 

The first was that the updated version changed the place it went in constitution. The 
second was that the name was changed to freshmen leaders for a more robust feel, and 
the third was that it was currently an appointed cabinet position with no presence on 
executive, but it should be a position appointed or elected by Senate and should it have 
a presence on executive with no vote.  



 

 

o President Russel made a point of information that the position would be be 
approved by the Senate no mater what. 

- Justice Walker asked if the amendment would designate any specific rulings, and 
Senator Krabill stated that the qualifications were in the amendment.   

- Senator Linthicum stated that Internal Affairs voted to sponsor the amendment under  
assumptions that Senator Krabill spoke to President Russel about the amendment, and 
Senator Krabill confirmed that he did.  

- President Russell motioned to move into debate and Senator Linthicum seconded.  
o Vice President Williams stated that he believed it would be good for the 

Freshmen Leaders to be part of executive committee to give them direct access 
to older members of Student Government.  

o President Russell stated that he approved of the name change other than that it 
should be changed to UT Freshmen Leaders or a name with Toledo in the title to 
give it ranking with the University. He also stated that he agreed that they should 
be on executive committee. 

▪ He stated that their opinions needed to be represented to further foster 
the organization to make it bigger.  

o Speaker Zapadka objected and sustained his own objection. He stated that he 
thought this applied under the same reasoning which the Associate Chief Justice 
Amendment was tabled. The Freshmen Leaders should not be on executive 
committee but should instead report to a committee chair, and if they needed to 
say something they could attend executive committee meeting as a guest 
speaker. 

▪ Senator Linthicum agreed with Speaker Zapadka and added that 
everyone on executive board gets and A-pass for parking, and the passes 
are almost maxed out. He also believed that they should be under a 
committee. 

▪ In addition, Senator Linthicum questioned the format of the amendment, 
asking where it went in the constitution. Senator Krabill stated that it 
should have its own section because it was internal affairs, not Internal 
Affairs Committee. 

o President Russell agreed with Speaker Zapadka and stated that it should be sent 
to the floor with the stipulation of someone presenting executive committee’s 
concerns and thus motioned it to the floor. Senator Montry seconded. 

▪ The motion passed 6-0.  
 
Senator Linthicum’s Allocation Amendment  

- Senator Linthicum motioned the amendment in the groupme to be put on the floor.  
o President Russell objected on the grounds that he did not know what the 

amendment was, and Speaker Zapadka sustained the objection. 
- Senator Linthicum, the auther, stated that the amendment changes the allocation 

process. Any expenditure of money requires two readings for Senate because of the 
resolution loophole which allows several resolutions for the same event (or whatever the 
money is being allocated to) to be passed in one meeting.  

o President Russell rescinds his objection, and the motion to hear the amendment 
passes 6-0. 

- President Russell stated that office supply expenditures is crossed out and asked 
whether that would require legislation with two readings.  

o Senator Linthicum stated that it was a mistake and that it should not be crossed 
out.   

- Motion to move into debate by President Russell with Senator Montry seconding. 



 

 

- Motion to send the amendment to the floor by President Russell with Senator Linthicum 
seconding.  

o The motion passes with 6 in favor, 0 against, and 1 abstaining.  
 

Announcements / Other 
 

- Member of the Week: Andre Brown-  
o Senator Brown had been helping with internal affairs, updating business cards, 

helped do the board in the office, helped set up post election festival.   
o Motion to approve by President Russell second by Senator Linthicum 

▪ Senator Brown was approved 6-0.  
 

- Accomplished in SG this week:  
o Kyle Zapadka:  

▪ Cleaned the office of eggs.  
o Senator Marty Linthicum  

▪ Wrote an amendment and cleaned the office.  
o President Russell:  

▪ Met students questioning where to contact for academic dishonesty 
appeals.  

▪ He sent them to graduate student association, and to talk to his/her 
second advisor. 

o Justice Walker 
▪ Stayed after Internal Affairs to help Andre with the board.  

o Senator Becca Sturges:  
▪ Finalized all plans for Rocket Prom on the 12th.  

o Senator Andrew Montry  
▪ Met with the auxiliary committee and set up a meeting for the Walk with 

the UTPD. 
o Vice President Williams:  

▪ Contacted orientation to see how Student Government could have a large 
presence in that. 

o Treasurer Taylor:  
▪ Initiated correspondence with SAC and Academic Misconduct.  
▪ Worked with Sarah to get the new organization process consolidated 

under Student Government.  
o Senator Mike Revilla: 

▪ Saved the website and spent time putting easter eggs around office.  
o Senator Welty  

▪ Wrote an amendment. 
- It was mentioned by Speaker Zapadka that Senators Eid, Alarab, and Hajeir have 

requested an excused absence because they are on the eboard for an organization that 
is having an event for a bazaar market from 6-9.    

o President Russell pointed out that Senate meeting did not start until 8:15 and that 
they could take a half an unexcused absence since it was another organization 
and they had responsibilities in this organization.  

▪ President Russell then motioned to move into debate, with Senator 
Linthicum seconding. 

• The motion passes with no objections.  
o Speaker Zapadka stated that he agreed with President Russell, and that the 

Senators should either take the absence or leave their event a little early.  



 

 

o Senator Linthicum echoes these sentiments, stating that Student Government 
should generally be first priority as this organization represented many more 
students. In addition, being on the e-board, they knew Senate meetings are 
Tuesdays and should not have scheduled the event for then. 

o Senator Taylor also stated that they do not necessarily need to be there the 
whole time.  

o Senator Taylor motioned to vote to not excuse the senators by raise of hands, 
with Senator Linthicum seconding. 

▪ The motion passes with 6 in favor of not excusing them, 1 in favor of 
excusing them, and 0 abstaining. 

- It was also mentioned by Senator Linthicum that better office etiquette was needed. 
Justice Walked offered to make a sign to put up to remind people. 

- Senator Taylor suggested putting a cardboard box into the office to put any ‘lost’ items in 
for people to find. 

- It was also mentioned that, since several organizations say they have nowhere for their 
executive board to meet, the office could be reserved out by organizations.  

- Senator Linthicum stated that Internal Affairs would go over the rules for the office. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

Motion to Adjourn: President Russell  
Second: Senator Linthicum 
Passed with no opposition.  

 
 

________________________________________   
Finalized and Emailed Sunday 04/15/2018  

Recording Secretary Becca Sturges  


