
 

 

The University of Toledo 

Student Government 

Senate Minutes 

4/24/18 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 8:15 PM 

 

Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary  

Motion to Approve Meeting Minutes: Senator Linthicum   

Second: Senator Taylor 

  

Guests: 

Becca Hubach  

Johnathan Arn  

Nick Matson  

Kayla Williams  

Open Floor 

Student Allocation Committee Appointments  

 Senator Taylor explains what the Student Allocation Committee responsibilities were 

and what appointing/recommending these candidates  

o SAC would function like a senatorial committee  

o Chief Justice Lawson presides as Speaker Zapadka goes forth as a candidate   

o Senator Taylor motions to have himself preside rather than Chief Justice Lawson 

to speed up the process due to his knowledge of the committee and Senator Lin-

thicum seconds  

▪ The motion passes with no objections  

o Senator Taylor takes the stand and begins questioning  

▪ He asks for each candidate’s name and for them to state why they applied 

to be on SAC 



 

 

 Kayla Williams replied that she wished to represent the students 

and community   

 Senator Heizelman stated that he had an individual view and 

would be able to give a lot to the committee  

 Senator Abdul-Aziz stated that he could bring a fresh perspective 

to SAC 

 Justice Drees stated that she would like to be more involved and 

have more control within other organizations  

 Speaker Zapadka stated that he wanted to see the funds that stu-

dents were required to spend benefit the student body rather than 

being wasted  

▪ Senator Taylor then asked each candidate to describe what the function of 

SAC is  

 Ms. Williams replied that SAC made sure that funds were not be-

ing wasted and were being given to organizations that effected a 

larger amount of students on campus 

 Senator Heizelman stated that SAC existed to equitably distribute 

funds  

 Senator Abdul-Aziz stated that SAC dishes out money appropri-

ately 

 Justice Drees replied that SAC oversaw giving organizations a 

budget and deciding what they need to be successful. SAC is also 

in charge of any special requests an organization might have  

 Speaker Zapadka stated that SAC allocated dollars into a budget 

or funding request  

▪ Senator Taylor asked each candidate what budget experience he/she had, 

if any  

 Ms. Williams replied that she managed the PSA’s (Political Sci-

ence Association) small budget, allowing her to understand having 

different accounts, such as one for supplies and another for events 

 Senator Heizelman stated that he did not have much experience, 

but that he had taken finance courses and wanted to learn  

 Senator Abdul-Aziz also did not have much experience but had 

been involved in stocks  



 

 

 Justice Drees stated that she had experience as a Vice President 

and had overseen fundraising. She knew how to vote on how to 

spend money and what would be an appropriate use of funds  

 Speaker Zapadka replied that he was in charge of the budget for 

College Republicans as well as budgeting CCAP for DC  

o Senator Taylor opened questioning to the senate  

▪ Senator Linthicum asked what experience each candidate had pertaining 

to small groups as well as being under a time constraint  

 Ms. Williams replied that she had experience with RSA, trying to 

get as much done as possible within a short meeting  

 Senator Heizelman stated that he was a high school marching 

band leader, and that the director let the leaders decide how prac-

tices would go  

 Senator Abdul-Aziz stated that he was involved with tennis in 

high school and that members were randomly assigned to lead 

training regiments 

 Justice Drees stated that her experience with tutoring small groups 

had taught her how to get points across and think in diverse ways  

 Speaker Zapadka replied that Executive Board was good experi-

ence as well as Senate 

▪ Chief Justice Lawson escorted the candidates from the room  

▪ Senator Taylor gave his background knowledge of the interviews, stating 

that anyone that he felt did not meet criteria was cut out. Each of these 

candidates had been “pre-screened” and anyone getting approved would 

be sent to OSIL  

▪ Senator Taylor also recommended that Speaker Zapadka should take the 

assistant chair position  

 He stated for the sake of context that SAC would be distributing 

half a million dollars of funding 

▪ Senate moves into debate and Senator Layhew motions to approve all by 

acclimation with Senator Welty seconding  

o All candidates are approved unanimously  

 



 

 

 

Guest Speakers: 

Alcohol Safety Presentation  

 Talking about healthy drinking practices, drug use, and when to cal  

o Understanding limits, how alcohol affects you, care for someone, code of con-

sumption with drugs, when to help, and the legal aspects  

o What’s a drink? 

▪ 1 ounce of liquor, five ounces of wine, 1 ounce of beer  

 Diagram of a red solo cup  

 Blood alcohol content table  

o Power hour: 5-6 beers within an hour  

o Blood alcohol content rises exponentially  

 Buss stimulant euphoria graph  

o Why do people get to the point of Red on the graph?  

▪ They don’t know the limits 

▪ People use it as a coping mechanism  

▪ They get in a groove with peer pressure, environ-

ment, etc.  

o What should you eat?  

▪ Bread  

▪ Taco Bell  

▪ Mashed potatoes  

▪ Salty  

▪ You should be eating proteins and fats because:  

 The way your body metabolizes, when you have food in your sys-

tem, your body is not just metabolizing alcohol  



 

 

 For every gram of protein and fat, there are 9 calories 

o Water: alternate your drinks  

o Know where your limits are so you don’t get to the “sloppy-drunk” phase  

▪ Don’t get to the point where you are embarrassing yourself or your 

friends 

▪ You know your body better than anybody  

▪ Don’t let yourself go too far  

o Drug use:  

▪ Marijuana and stimulants are the two most used drugs on campus  

▪ Marijuana:  

 Short term effects: memory and learning issues, problems with 

thinking and problem solving, distorted perception, decreased 

alertness/reaction time, poor depth perception 

▪ Long term effects: cancer, impairment of T-cells in lung immune defense 

system, lung and airway problems  

▪ Stimulants:  

 Purpose is to keep a person going mentally and physically  

o Illegal forms: cocaine, amphetamines, RX drugs 

o Legal forms: caffeine, nicotine 

 Side effects:  

o Short term: excited CNS (central nervous system), de-

creased appetite, crashing, increased HR/BP, sexual dys-

function, headaches 

o Long term: cardiac arrhythmias, repetitive movements, ul-

cers, mental illness, coma  

▪ It only takes one time to make a poor decision for everything to go wrong  

▪ How to cut people off 

 Be nice; do not shout at them  



 

 

 Don’t take anything personally  

 Distract people  

 Get help if needed  

▪ Proper care after cutting someone off 

 Water  

 Lay on their side in the recovery position  

o Speaker Zapadka and Senator Taylor demonstrate this po-

sition.  

 Should someone watch them?  

o Yes  

 Should they be alone? 

o No; do not ever leave them alone 

 Should you find them a ride home? 

o No  

 Should you call for help? 

o Uncontrolled vomiting 

o Passing out 

o Unresponsive 

o Medical amnesty  

 Legal Aspects  

o The University does not condone underage drinking and 

neither does your organization  

▪ Should consider limiting the age of participants or 

making it mandatory that underage cannot be under 

the influence  

▪ If you allow someone to leave your house and they 

get into a wreck, you can get into trouble with civil 

suits  



 

 

▪ Questions:  

 Senator Taylor asked for the distinction between someone passing 

out and someone falling asleep.  

o The distinction is whether or not he/she is responsive.  

▪ A good test is to run the knuckles along his/her 

sternum, and if he/she does not respond, call the 

police or the hospital.  

 Senator Metzger thanked the speaker.  

Sexual Assault Awareness Presentation  

 Megh Kumar:  

o Sexual assault awareness is not a very discussed issue  

o Ms. Kumar asked the Senate what Title IX was.  

▪ Senator Taylor replied that it is a piece of legislation that initially was to 

provide opportunities for women under the law and has branched into 

protecting people of sexual assault 

 Title 9 is for equality as well as sexual assault- discrimination 

based off of gender  

o Definitions on and off campus: what is the difference between rape and sexual 

assault?  

▪ Rape is a criminal term, and sexual assault is for non-legal cases  

o What is the definition of consent? 

▪ Senator Montry replied that it was saying yes at the beginning, during, 

and any time in between 

▪ Senator Bhakta stated that consent was permission 

▪ Senator Horter replied that consent was both sober and verbal  

▪ Senator Krabill stated that consent was clear, verbal, constant, and sober 

▪ Ms. Kumar affirmed that past consent did not mean present or future con-

sent  



 

 

 In addition, she stated that anyone who is drunk or intoxicated 

could not legally consent.  

o What is a bystander? 

▪ Senator Lee replied that it was someone who witnesses the event  

▪ Ms. Kumar replied that it was a witness who did not do anything to take 

action.  

 She acknowledged that it was difficult to get involved in the case 

of two people having sex because it felt personal, but reminded 

the Senate that rape was neither personal nor consensual.  

o 4 methods of bystander intervention 

▪ Direct: Confronting the situation and stepping in head on. 

▪ Delay: Comforting the victim and getting them resources 

▪ Distract: Create a distraction to get the potential victim away  

▪ Delegate: if it is an emergency situation, take the lead and get people to 

do their parts  

o Ms. Kumar acknowledged that she was going to use the pronoun ‘he’ for the rap-

ist and ‘she’ for the victim, but that she was not trying to illegitimize male survi-

vors at all  

o One of the problems and questions is ‘what if she’s lying’  

▪ It is a myth that a lot of victims lie to get attention - 2% of rape cases 

have ever been proven false, and the statistic goes up to 8% if you include 

recanted confessions 

▪ When you are presenting about a sexual assault situation you will always 

have victims in the audience  

▪ You will sometimes be also dealing with an audience with a perpetrator  

▪ Using diction hostile to survivors hurt victims  

▪ More likely to develop PTSD than an active duty soldier  

o At any point in your life, when you are talking or thinking about that matter, you 

need to think about what you say.   



 

 

o A lot of people don’t want to come forward, why? 

▪ Senator Taylor replied that it could be due to embarrassment or alcohol 

▪ Senator Lee replied that they may be afraid that no one would believe 

them  

▪ Senator Linthicum stated that he/she may be in fear of retaliation  

▪ President Russell stated that there was a general stigma around the topic  

o The ‘what were you wearing’ campaign was to destroy the idea that people have 

of what sexual assault looks like  

o Questions:  

▪ Senator Linthicum asked what type of nurse at the Medical Center took 

care of rape victims, and Ms. Kumar replied that it was a SANE nurse, 

and that it was free.  

▪ Senator Enoch questioned whether or not Title IX applied to businesses, 

and Ms. Kumar replied that it applied everywhere except for government 

aid.  

▪ Senator Taylor asked what the intelligent legal move would be for a situa-

tion where two people are drunk and about to hook up.  

 Ms. Kumar replied that it was a grey area, but that she would 

probably personally try to distract both parties.  

▪ Senator Linthicum asked how many cases the Title IX office got, and Ms. 

Kumar replied that it was hard to say because a lot of cases come through 

that get thrown out. However, 82% of cases went to student conduct.  

▪ Senator Taylor questioned about the survey where they asked students 

anonymously about sexual assault, and Ms. Kumar replied that the results 

were just collected and that she could not comment on it.   

 

Appointments 

N/A 

 

Reports 



 

 

Internal Affairs: Senator Marty Linthicum, Committee Chair 

 Senator Linthicum stated that after the meeting Senate would pose for a group picture 

and asked that all Senators and Justices not leave right after  

 Senator Brown had made changes to the business cards at Senate’s request and those 

cards would be printed the following day  

 Senator Linthicum stated his gratitude to Senate for allowing him to be the Internal Af-

fairs Committee Chair and how he was proud of each member of Student Government 

for their participation  

External Affairs: Senator Julia Hernandez, Committee Chair  

 Senator Hernandez stated that Rocket of the Week and the Student Government newslet-

ter would be issued throughout the week  

o She also stated that she would not be returning for the next session due to her 

studies in California  

Campus Culture: Senator Andrew Montry, Committee Chair  

 Senator Montry stated that Senator Sturges and Senator Burns would include notes from 

the Walk with UTPD into the newsletter 

o He also stated that he would be giving a farewell address during the announce-

ments  

Treasurer: Senator Andy Taylor 

 Senator Taylor stated that he would be making final purchasing orders pertaining to of-

fice supplies and items for Student Government  

 Senator Taylor also stated that he requested an $883 decrease to the Student Government 

budget. If more is needed, Student Government can make a special request to SAC 

SJC: Chief Justice Madison Lawson 

 Chief Justice Lawson had no report but wanted to express her gratitude towards Senate 

for granting her the position 

Vice President: Drew Williams  

 No Report 

SG Awards 

Senator of the Year 

 Senator Alarab nominated Senator Sweet  



 

 

 Senator Layhew nominated Senator Enoch 

o Senator Taylor motions to allow nominations from SJC and Executive Board 

o The motion is seconded by Senator Linthicum 

 Senator Enoch nominated Senator Kohler  

 President Russel nominated Senator Revilla  

 Senator Metzger nominated Senator Sturges  

 Senator Taylor nominated Senator Layhew, but she declined  

o Senator Linthicum made a point of information, stated that you cannot decline; 

Senator Layhew accepts  

 Senator Sweet nominated Senator Brown  

 Senator Spring nominated Senator Montry, but he declined with hopes to be nominated 

for other awards 

o  Senator Spring rescinded her nomination 

 Senator Linthicum motioned to move into debate, which was seconded by Senator Tay-

lor 

o Senator Linthicum stated that in years past this award has been given to senior 

students or departing members of Student Government. He expressed his agree-

ment with having Senator Enoch be awarded due to his dedication to Student 

Government and his aid with the Election Manual  

▪ He also asked the Senate to not give this award to Executive Board mem-

bers as they have their own award 

▪ Senator Layhew agreed with Senator Linthicum’s statements and asked 

Senate not to vote for her 

o President Russell stated that although Senator Revilla is a part of the Executive 

Board he has made a significant impact on Student Government throughout the 

session as he keeps the website up-to-date throughout the year 

o Senator Taylor stated that he was proud that many of the nominees were fresh-

man/sophomore students 

 Senator Montry motioned to vote by raise of hand, which was seconded by Senator Tay-

lor 



 

 

o Senator Enoch won “Senator of the Year”  

Executive Member of the Year 

 Senator Revilla nominated Senator Andy  

 Senator Sweet nominated Senator Montry  

 Senator Linthicum nominated President Russell  

 Senator Kohler nominated Senator Linthicum  

 Senator Hajeir nominated Senator Hernandez 

 Associate Chief Justice Walker nominated Chief Justice Lawson  

 Senator Rodriguez nominated Senator Revilla   

 Senator Welty nominated Senator Sturges  

 President Russell nominated Vice President Williams and Speaker Zapadka  

 Associate Chief Justice Walker takes the stand  

o Senator Linthicum stated that it was great that the entirety of Executive Board 

could be nominated for this award and that one important thing to consider for 

this award is to present this award to the member who goes above and beyond  

▪ He supported President Russell and Speaker Zapadka as two great nomi-

nees. He further stated that past Presidents pale in comparison to Presi-

dent Russell and that Speaker Zapadka is more than someone who sits be-

hind a podium  

o Senator Taylor replied that no one had put in more work in Student Government 

than President Russell and Vice President Williams. He also stated that although 

this award has historically not been given to a president but that he would vote in 

President Russell’s favor  

o Speaker Hajeir stated that Senator Hernandez does a great job of explaining 

things to new members and Vice President Williams has a genuine hope to make 

Student Government better 

o President Russell was in favor of Senator Taylor and Speaker Zapadka; he stated 

that Speaker Zapadka had done a lot for Student Government without a prior 

model for what a Speaker of the Senate should do as well as Senator Taylor’s ini-

tiative to legitimize Student Government as an organization had been a great as-

set  



 

 

o Senator Linthicum motioned that Speaker Zapadka have speaking rights with nor 

objections  

▪ Speaker Zapadka expressed his favor in President Russell and Senator 

Taylor as well as stating that Senator Andy has done a lot for the Student 

Body 

o Senator Bhakta stated the Senator Linthicum has represented Student Govern-

ment well  

o Senator Sweet stated that Senator Montry had put in a lot of effort to grow a 

committee with low membership into one that holds legitimacy  

 Senator Kohler motioned to vote by raise of hand, which was seconded by Senator 

Layhew 

o President Russell asked the Senate to not vote for him  

 Senator Taylor won “Executive Member of the Year”  

Justice of the Year  

 Senator Layhew nominated Chief Justice Madison  

 Senator Taylor nominated Associate Chief Justice Walker 

 Senator Brown nominated Justice Thompson  

 Senator Abdul-Aziz nominated Justice De Rosia 

 Senator Abdul-Khoudoud nominates Justice Abdul-Khoudoud 

 Associate Chief Justice Walker nominated Justice Windau 

 Senator Heizelman nominated Justice Drees  

 Justice Abdul-Khoudoud nominated Justice Salman 

o Senator Andy stated that and Chief Justice Lawson and Associate Chief Justice 

Walker went above and beyond; Chief Justice Lawson contributed with the 

Homecoming float while Associate Chief Justice Walker put a lot effort into SJC  

o Senator Layhew stated that Chief Justice Lawson has brought legitimacy to SJC 

by activating peer procedural advocacy, implementing parking ticket appeals by 

students, and sitting on student legal services 

o Senator Enoch stated that Associate Chief Justice Walker had completed initia-

tives that she took upon herself, such as BIG Event   



 

 

o Senator Linthicum stated that Chief Justice Lawson has made SJC a legitimate 

part of Student Government and has brought in more members than previous 

years  

 Senator Montry motioned to vote by raise of hand, which was seconded by Senator 

Layhew  

 Chief Justice Lawson won “Justice of the Year”  

Old Business 

Freshmen Leaders Amendment  

 Senator Krabill stated that there would be a director with a committee inside Student 

Government to operate the Freshmen Leaders.  

 Motion to approve by Senator Welty with Senator Taylor seconding 

o Motion passes with no objections   

Bills Update Amendment  

 Senator Linthicum stated that there were no changes  

 Motion to approve by Senator Welty with Senator Brown seconding 

o The motion passes with no objections  

Paper Bags Resolution  

 Senator Boddapati stated that the resolution was to replace all plastic bags with paper 

bags. In response to the concerns regarding the format, Senator Linthicum helped him-

format it better and Senator Sweet helped him contact green fund.  

 Senator Taylor motioned to approve by acclamation and Senator Linthicum seconded  

o The motion passes with no objections 

New Business  

Diversity Benches Resolution 

 Senator Kohler stated that he wanted to add benches between Wolfe Hall and the Student 

Union to be used as a way to promote diverse organizations on campus.  

o Passing the resolution would show the administration that Student Government 

was in favor of the idea and allow Senator Kohler to work on it over the summer. 

o Senator Revilla motioned into debate with Senator Linthicum seconding 



 

 

o Senator Taylor asked about funding for the project, and Senator Kohler said he 

was still talking to administration about it. He then asked about placement of the 

benches and Senator Kohler said that he was talking to the grounds-people about  

it. 

o Motion to approve by acclimation by Senator Linthicum and Senator Enoch se-

conded.  

▪ Senator Welty objected on the grounds that SJC had something to add.  

▪ Justice Windau questioned who would get to paint the benches and Sena-

tor Kohler stated that it would be first come-first serve.  

o Motion to approve by acclimation by Senator Linthicum and Senator Welty se-

conded.  

▪ The motion passes with no objections  

Announcements 

 Senator Montry told the Senate about when he first joined Student Government. He only 

knew Senator Linthicum and Senator Enoch; the room was ’10 white dudes, 5 arab guys, 

and [me]’.  Later, Senator Taylor and President Russell joined and the organization rose 

up from the ashes, with the members making it their own. Senator Montry expressed that 

it was amazing to see all of the members in the room and what each one has done. He 

stated that the diversity, the different opinions, and the friendship helped him to become 

an R.A. and get the G.A. position; it put him on the route to success. Senator Montry im-

plored all of the members to visit him at Ottawa next year. He spoke about how he be-

lieved that the one thing he did well in Student Government was to make it easy for peo-

ple to enjoy their time in this organization. President Russell redid the constitution, Sena-

tor Taylor was good at the money aspect, and he (Senator Montry) was the guy to make 

you smile. He then passed on his Student Government jacket to Vice President Williams, 

stating that he had become his best friend. Senator Montry wished everyone luck and 

stated that he was excited to see the changes we would bring to Student Government and 

to campus. 

 Senator Taylor took the stand. He thanked some of the members of Senate, such as Sena-

tor Enoch for investing in the organization for so long, Senator Montry for always being 

positive, Senator Linthicum for always being willing to help, Vice President Williams for 

always saying what needs to be said, and President Russell for sacrificing so much for 

Student Government. Senator Taylor stated that this year had been one of the most pro-

ductive ones for Student Government, and that the fact that people know Toledo has a 

Student Government is great. He wished to leave with us 5 things that Student Govern-

ment needed to remember to be successful. 1. The organization tends to get bogged down 

by rules. If the rules are becoming destructive, it is the rules that need changing. Student 



 

 

Government needs to advocate for students. When working on a project, it is good to ask 

how the project helps students, because you can work as hard as you want, but if you 

don’t work on the right things you are not helping anyone. Find what you are passionate 

about. Not everything we vote on is interesting- for example, Senator Taylor found value 

in SAC, but each senator needs to find his/her equivalent. Be present and engaged to eve-

ryone’s projects, but find your own passion. 2. There is no such thing as the answer no. 

After being told no, figure out why. Remove the word no from your vocabulary. Be will-

ing to fight for your project. 3. Do not parallel a program; there is no need for five events 

on diversity. Be supportive of other organizations. Represent students. Don’t be afraid to 

try something new and fail; those events will teach you more than the successful ones 

will. 4. Leave disagreement at the door. A relationship with someone should not be char-

acterized by disagreements with them, but by the characteristics shared. If you can learn 

to leave frustration at the door, there is no limits to what Student Government can do.  

Express passion in a way that builds up your senators. 5. Care. Care about students and 

each other and people. Embrace what UT has to offer. Develop yourself- UT is more than 

a degree. Its about expanding your worldview and enjoying your experience here. Enjoy 

your time here, enjoy your life.  

 President Russell thanked everyone here today. He stated that the organization meant so 

much to him. He wanted to see a full Senate when he was external affairs chair last year, 

and expressed his pleasure at how close it got. He thanked Senator Enoch and Senator 

Revilla as the ‘old-timers’ of the organization who stood by this organization through it 

all. He also thanked Senator Taylor who joined around the same time as him. He stated 

that he had a very different perception of Senator Taylor at first than what he is really 

like. He had been in President Russell’s corner more than anyone else ever had been. 

President Russell also thanked Vice President Williams as someone who stood by him 

through anything, including a very stressful campaign and election. Vice President Wil-

liams pushed President Russell to be a better person, and kept him believing in Student 

Government. President Russell reminded the Senate of how much power the organization 

actually held, using the TARTA bus passes as an example. Administration can only say 

no for so long, and it is hard to say no to logical arguments. Be firm, persistent, and fight 

for what you believe in. Know what you are talking about. The Senate’s power comes 

from the respect it has from both peers and administration. President Russell also ex-

pressed his happiness with how far the Senate had come with legislation. He was also 

pleased with how much everyone in Senate seemed to care about ever action and decision 

made, because every choice was representative of the whole organization and student 

body. Signing up for the organization also signs a contract to be better and to be held to a 

higher standard. That can be intimidating, but learn from mistakes made. Be respectful. It 

is easy to disagree with people, but do not let that define your relationship with individu-

als. Leave any vendettas behind. You are the voice of the students. Take the time to know 

the constitution and the bylaws. The most powerful person in the room is the one who 

knows the rules. Do not regress into ‘cliques’ or ‘parties.’ People get mad, petty, and vin-

dictive; we may not be social, but the more friends you have, the more successful you can 



 

 

be. President Russell stated that it had been an honor to serve as President and reminded 

everyone to never sell themselves short. 

 Vice President Williams thanked Senator Montry and Senator Taylor. He stated that Sen-

ator Montry was his R.A. and was the one who got him involved in Student Government.  

was my RA and he got me involved in SG. Vice President Williams thanked Senator 

Taylor for telling President Russell that he was someone who could be a Vice President, 

stating that he was modest and did not understand the impact you have on us. He then 

thanked President Russell, stating that he had helped him become the man he is today. He 

learned a lot about patience, confidence, and how to speak up. Vice President Williams 

told President Russell what a role model he was, and promised to share the same passion 

for Student Government as he did. He stated that he was honored to be the next Student 

Body President, and that he believed that this session would be a great one. 

 

Adjournment:  

Motion to Close – Senator Andy Taylor 

Seconded by Senator Marty Linthicum 

Meeting Adjourned  

 

 


