
 

 

The University of Toledo 

Student Government 

Senate Minutes 

3/27/18 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 8:15 PM 

 

Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary  

Motion to Approve Meeting Minutes: Senator Marty  Linthicum  

Second: Senator Jordan Welty  

  

Guests:  

Jerrin George 

Carter Bayer 

Farrah Alarmanazi 

 

Open Floor 

Jordan Welty, Legislative Secretary  

 Make sure to fill out the review survey for this year.  

 

Guest Speakers: 

Jeff Cole, UT Board of Trustees  

 Jeff Cole is a former student body president, and is now the chief communication officer 

at DANA incorporated as well as being on the UT Board of Trustees.  

o He is one of 9 members appointed by the governor, and is the chairman of 

Academic and Student Affairs Committee of the Board. .   

 President Russell asked Mr. Cole to talk a little about how UTSG is involved in the 

Board of Trustees.  

o A UT Board member is appointed by the governor to a 9 year term.   



 

 

o He/she oversees the governance of the university. For example, the Board 

selected Dr. Gaber as the president of the University.  

o They approve the budget for the University as well as all hiring and personnel 

actions  

▪ An example of a personnel action would be the Board extending the 

basketball coach’s contract.  

o They approve capital expensive beyond $500,000 dollars as well as anything that 

the state mandates- curriculum changes, academic programs, and working with 

the faculty senate on initiatives involving how the curriculum is delivered.  

o However, the Board does NOT manage the University.   

▪ They are a governance and give broad authority to the president and 

administrators  

  The Board of Trustees meets formally (approximately) 6 times a year and has a number 

of committees:   

o Academic and Student Affairs  

▪ President Russell and Vice President Williams are sitting members of this 

particular committee.   

▪ This keeps the Board present on what is happening in UTSG; President 

Russell and Vice President Williams have done a great job of presenting 

at every meeting.  

 The Board is very interested what is going on from a student perspective- they are an 

engaged board.  

o President Russell and Vice President Williams’ reports are read into the minutes 

of the Board as a formal opportunity for this.  

o Dr. Flapp, Vice President of Student Affairs, is doing a fantastic job.   

o Mr. Cole has met informally with President Russell and Dr. Flapp a number of 

times.  

 As stated before, the Board of Trustee’s job is to know what is happening at the 

University without managing the University.  

 As an undergrad, Mr. Cole was very involved in the University of Toledo.  



 

 

o He went to college on a basketball scholarship, student body president, and was 

the editor of the Collegian.  

 Mr. Cole remains very interested in athletics, which reports onto the committee he is on- 

Academic Affairs Committee, Student Affairs Committee, and the Athletics Committee.  

o With all his involvement in the University, this knowledge has helped him on 

these committees.  

 Mr. Cole was very proud to be apart of his own student government, especially on the 

year that they proposed building the Recreation Center to replace the health education 

center.  

o This was a very student-led initiative.  

o The only other recreational facilities were Centennial Hall (now Savage Hall) or 

at 1-3 in the morning when other athletics didn’t have practice.  

o Student Government approached the Board of Trustees and wanted the 

Recreation Center, but the Board rejected the idea on the grounds that it was too 

expensive- probably about $35 million at the time.  

▪ However, Student Government, the executive branch and the senate, kept 

going back to the Board of Trustees.  

o Dr. McComas was supportive of the idea but wanted the Board’s approval, as it 

was going to be a lot of money and put them in debt.   

▪ The Board agreed, but only if the students would agree to raise student 

fees.  

▪ In addition, they wanted half the on campus student’s signatures on a 

petition to raise student fees. Because it is difficult to find half the 

students on campus, Student Government mailed postcards to the 

students.  

 There were a lot of responses- good and bad- but mostly very 

supportive responses.  

▪ Since Student Government thought that a total of half the students seemed  

excessive and improbably, they argued the fact that they were the chosen 

and elected representatives of the student body and a vote from them 

should suffice. 

 The Board agreed to pass this referendum, and the vote passed 

unanimously 39-0 with one member absent.  



 

 

▪ This was a huge moment in terms of shared governance between UTSG 

and the Board of Trustees with moving the University forward.  

 This year enters the 100th year of student governance on campus.  

o Mr. Cole questioned about who knew anything of the Student Senate back then, 

and Senator Sweet stated that she knew a lot about JOHN  

o The first Student “council” was elected in 1919, and according to the Tower 

Builders, their first initiative was a convocation program (now done by Academic 

Affairs)  

▪ They organized the first annual university picnic, as well as a reception of 

high school seniors.  

▪ They were given considerable powers to regulate student activities, and 

also appointed a number of students to faculty committees. Three years 

later, they got their first advisor, called a “Dean of Men.”  

▪ What student government did 30 years ago, 100 years ago, etc. represents  

challenges for those who are going to be around in the next year to 

celebrate the 100th year.  

 Mr. Cole asked for questions:  

o Senator Linthicum asked about how involved the board was in the decision with 

Welltower’s gift and what the expected use of that building was.  

▪ Mr. Cole replied that the gift giving and receiving is done by the UT 

foundation so the Board is not involved in the money aspect as long as teh 

gift is given to the Foundation. However, the Board works closely with 

the Foundation, so they were not out of the loop.  

▪ It is undecided what to do with the building yet.   

▪ The University is in kind of a state of flux- the gift couldn’t have come at 

a better time because a facilities master plan was just completed, which 

included moving Scott park activities to main campus, so that may be a 

use for the property.  

o Speaker Zapadka asked if there was any feasibility for having general fees 

broken down to understand what they are going to and if they were optional.  

▪ Mr. Cole replied that there is a public record for how general fees are 

dispersed.  



 

 

 Some are mandatory fees, some are optional fees (legal services)  

▪ The University is in an unusual situation with they state where they are 

not allowing the changing of the the funding model for the last four years, 

 This year, the University can change tuition, constructional fees, 

and student fees for the first time in four years, but the formula 

cannot be messed with.  

o Speaker Zapadka clarified that he wanted to understand how the general fees 

were applied.  

▪ Vice President Williams stepped in, saying that he and President Russell 

had a breakdown of it in the office.  

▪ Mr. Cole stated that the treasurer or financial office should have it as well, 

and that it shouldn’t be a secret.  

▪ The fees have not been raised hardly at all in the last four years; in Mr. 

Cole’s time on the board, its the first time they have raised constructional 

fees in 5 years.  

o Justice Walker asked what the projects that the student judicial council of Mr. 

Cole’s time worked on besides upholding the bylaws and constitution.  

▪ Mr. Cole replied that they were the student conduct board and the 

judicator of traffic citations- people could go through them to appeal a 

ticket.  

 That was ruined by the current chairmen of the Lucas County 

Republican party, Jon Stainbrook, who was waiving tickets in 

exchange for bribes.   

o Mr. Cole mentioned that he still had the pen used to 

convict him of impeachment.   

▪ The judicial council was the student conduct board, and they also handled 

disputes between the executive and senatorial branch.  

o Senator Linthicum asked about Mr. Cole’s appointment process to get to the 

Board of Trustees.  

▪ Mr. Cole stated that his experience was atypical. A lot of people fill out 

an application and it lingers in the governor’s office for years; it is a very 

public process. 



 

 

 Some people try for years to get on the board and it just never 

happens.   

 The Governor takes the process for University Board of Trustees 

very seriously but lets the positions of the board stay empty for a 

long time.   

 The Ohio revised code is very clear, stating that there needs to be 

9 trustees, 9 terms, one appointed every year for State University 

Trustees.  

 Ohio State is an exception with15 trustees. They got that in 

agreement when the Medical University and the University of 

Toledo merged their Boards after being merged themselves- 

having 17, then 15, then 11, etc. down to 9.   

o OSU said they wouldn’t fight it if they could have 15 

trustees because it was such a prestigious position and 

many people wanted it who gave a lot of money to the 

University.  

o The Ohio revised code is that 5 of the Turstees must be 

alumni of the University.  

o It got to the point where they only had 4 trustees that were 

alumni, and the question was asked if they were able to 

confer degrees, a job of the Board.  

o A lot of schools were down to 6 trustees, including UT, 

and there was then a move to rush to fill vacancies at the 

Boards and Commissions level.  

 Mr. Cole was not considering a position on the board despite 

being student body president, faculty member for 20 years, 

chairman of the Professional Staff Council, community member, 

just finishing a term on the Alumni Board.  

o He was looking forward to taking a break from the 

University and focusing on his job.  

o Lloyd Jacobs was the President at the time, and Mr. Cole 

was told to apply by two former trustees who said that, 

while President Jacobs was getting removed, there were 3 

vacancies open.  



 

 

o Mr. Cole was unsure about applying and then talked to his 

boss at DANA, who encouraged him to apply.   

o However, after going to China on business, he did not end 

up finishing the application. When reading the Blade 

online, he read about Steve Cavanaugh being appointed to 

the Board of Trustees.  

▪ Steve was admissions and orientation advisee to 

Mr. Cole.  

o This news discouraged Mr. Cole from applying, as he 

didn’t think they wanted someone so similar to Mr. 

Cavanaugh to fill another vacancy.  

o Mr. Cole’s boss again encouraged him to apply, because 

John Casey asked him to apply and he wasn’t eligible (he 

did not live in Ohio) but mentioned that he knew someone 

that was.  

o However, Mr. Cole never heard from Mr. Casey.  

o On the Thursday of Memorial Weekend, Mr. Cole was in a 

bar, and his boss had put together a CV on why he would 

be good for the position three weeks earlier.  

o Mr. Cole received a call from someone who interviewed 

him for the Board for approximately four minutes.  

▪ He asked whether or not Mr. Cole had formally 

applied, to which he said no due to it being public 

record and because he did not know if he was in the 

running.  

o When the interviewer assured him that he was, in fact, in 

the running, Mr. Cole sent in the lengthy application to the 

office.  

o About 30 minutes later, he got another call from the 

governor’s office asking whether or not Mr. Cole was 

currently being paid by the University.   

▪ In response, the interviewer stated that the 

governor would appoint him to the Board this 

afternoon.  



 

 

o Governor Casey called to congratulate him on his 

admission to the Board.  

o Mr. Cole then received a call from the Blade, stating that 

they understood he had just been appointed to the Board.  

▪ Mr. Cole expressed his uncertainty at the oddity of 

the situation, but chairman of the Board, also the 

President of the Blade, had already received the 

news that he had indeed been appointed.  

▪ Mr. Cole shortly after received all the appointment 

paperwork.  

 One of the pieces of paperwork was a 

background check because they had no time 

to do it before he was appointed.  

 He had to sign a letter of resignation and 

permission for a background check.  

▪ Mr. Cole called to resign from his current 

committees, including the collegian.  

▪ He was at a social dinner for the Board, and he 

confirmed his suspicions that his experience was 

not normal.  

o Mr. Cole stated that it is an opportunity and an honor to serve the University.  

 Lieutenant Williams jokingly stated that Jeff Cole was never arrested.  

 

Appointments 

None  

 

Reports 

Internal Affairs: Senator Marty Linthicum, Committee Chair 

 Steering committee decided the last Senate meeting would be April 24th.  

o This will be the last meeting of this session and the first meeting of the next 

session.  



 

 

 The date for the social night is on the Facebook page.  

 The finished resolution template is on the website under documents and legislation.  

o The updated Constitution is on the website too.  

 Justice Windau asked if there would be a bill template too, and Senator Linthicum 

replied that there would be one eventually.  

 Senator Welty asked when the new template would take effect, and Senator Linthicum 

replied that it was in effect immediately.  

External Affairs: Senator Julia Hernandez, Committee Chair  

 Student Government will be collaborating with CAP for BIG event.  

 For Rocket Prom, there is a promposals contest.  

o If you make a poster and post it, tag Student Government and CAP in it. 

 External is sponsoring legislation going to the floor tonight.  

o The sponsorship is for the Syrian Refugees Resolution.  

o The other sponsorship is for Senator Bhakta’s Diversity Resolution that he would 

be motioning to the floor tonight.  

 

Campus Culture: Senator Krisitina Sweet, Committee Vice Chair  

 The date for the Walk with Doug is unknown.  

 The walk with the UTPD will be April 3rd at 9 pm. That meeting will be wrapped up 

early and a large attendance is expected.   

o Lieutenant Williams stated that he had April 10th as the date for the walk, and 

Senator Sweet said they would work out the details to confirm.  

 

Treasurer: Senator Andy Taylor 

 No report  

SJC: Chief Justice Madison Lawson 

 New Senators have 2 weeks to get the Senator quiz done.   

Election Board: Speaker Kyle Zapadka  

 Please do not forget to turn in financial documents on March 30th.  



 

 

President: Jimmy Russell  

 No report  

Vice President: Drew Williams  

 Post election festival is Thursday at 4:30. There will be mini putt-putt, food, music, and 

general celebration.  

 

Senator of the Week  

Andre Brown.  

 Senator Brown is instrumental in external affairs, making videos for the presidential 

election and making fliers and helping with the Snack and Chat.  

 

Old Business 

Rocket Prom Photo Booth Bill  

 Motion to approve by acclimation by Senator Welty, seconded by Senator Layhew.  

o The bill passed with no objections.  

 

New Business  

Syrian Refugees Resolution  

 Senator Alarab, the author, stated that the resolution was about the Books not Bombs 

campaign.  

o It was to establish scholarships, partial scholarships up to tuition waivers, for 

Syrian refugees.   

o This resolution is not a political resolution. The refugees are already present in 

Toledo. This is simply a means for them to afford a college education.  

o There is no stipulation of “full tuition or nothing”,  any sort of scholarship or aid 

would help.  

o The authors have a meeting with the scholarship office to discuss the reality of 

getting scholarships established. They would be established through donors and 

organizations, and they will not affect current students.  



 

 

 Senator Enoch asked for an explanation as to how they acquired the extensive list of 

sponsors for the resolution.  

o They told them about resolution and asked them to sign an agreement to make 

them sponsors.  They have more sponsors and support from faculty and other 

organizations. 

 Senator Revilla motioned to give SJC speaking rights with Senator Linthium seconding.  

 Justice Windau asked what Books not Bombs actually is.   

o Senator Alarab replied that it was a campaign with over 80 universities 

participating.  

 Chief Justice Lawson stated that it was very professional legislation.  

o She asked whether they reached out to every organization that sponsored Books 

not Bombs.   

o Senator Alarab confirmed that they reached out to every single one.  

o Chief Justice Lawson followed up with asking whether Books not Bombs was a 

movement or an organization.  

▪ Senator Alarab replied that it was a campaign within an organization.   

▪ He additionally stated that it did not ask SJC to create the fund, just 

support it.  

 Motion to move into debate by Senator Spring with Senator Layhew seconding.  

 Senator Revilla stated that the legislation was very well written.  

o He had one minor detail that he took issue with. On the “waive tuition” part, 

refugee students have to fill out the form for federal aid just like any other 

students.  

▪ They can get it taken away like any other student.  

▪ Waiving tuition is not a good idea, because if they cant afford it, they 

cannot go to the federal government and apply for aid. There should still 

be partial scholarship, because they should have as much help as possible.  

▪ Motion to change it to delete full tuition, seconded by Senator Layhew.   

o Senator Alarab objects on the grounds that refugees qualify for federal aid but it 

does not cover all the costs. The scholarships do not have to be full or nothing; 



 

 

federal aid can cover 80% while scholarship covers 20%. In the meeting with the 

scholarship office, there will be guidelines hopefully set up so they wont give a 

scholarship for someone who cannot afford it.  

▪ Loans are not a feasible thing for refugees. There are already scholarships 

at UT for every other minority, and this will be in line with the other 

scholarships already present.  

o Speaker Zapadka overrules Senator Alarab’s objection and moves into debate on 

Senator Revilla’s motion.   

▪ Senator Eid states that waiving the tuition is just an option. If the 

scholarship does not work out, it is something to talk about with the 

Scholarship Office.   

 It is an option just in case the donor option for scholarships is not 

feasible.  

▪ Senator Layhew questioned whether they were saying that if a refugee 

was awarded a full scholarship, there would be guidelines to be met for 

them to continue receiving the scholarship.  

 For example, if they receive scholarship for financial reasons, if 

they were to receive more money, scholarship would be removed.   

▪ Senator Revilla stated that government aid and scholarships are different; 

loans from the government differ from year to year based on financial 

state, but scholarship does not change.  

 What the resolution is stating is that if there is a scholarship for a 

refugee for $10,000, that will be unfluctuating for the entirety of 

their time at the University.   

▪ Senator Layhew asked for clarification on what Senator Revilla was 

motioning, and he replied that he wanted to remove the full tuition waiver 

because the way he read it, a refugee would automatically just not have to 

pay tuition.  

 Senator Alarab stated that they are not opposed to guidelines for 

scholarship office.   

 In addition, the point was not to decide where the money is 

coming from, it was just to receive support on the resolution.  

▪ Senator Sweet made a point of clarification:   



 

 

 In the resolution it states money will be given “In the form of full 

and partial..” but later states “full or portial tuition waivers.”   

 Motion to change “and” to “or” to clarify that they are options, not 

in addition to each other. 

▪ Senator Eid stated that they are simply trying to get support for the 

resolution, not figure out all of the logistics.   

▪ Senator Pyle stated that he agreed with Senator Revilla.   

 Refugees can file an I-485 form for permanent resident status if 

they are in the US for 1 year. This status allows them to get 

federal aid just like any other student.  

 This should be the go-to source instead of the University waiving 

the tuition. 

 Refugee status puts them in a minority group, but there are many 

minority groups in the same situation with their tuition not being 

waived.  

▪ Senator Linthicum stated that the whole point is to help Syrian refugees 

and and the amendment would restrict the ways that we could help them.  

▪ Senator Revilla corrected Senator Pyle on the fact that the form for 

permanent resident status is I-494.  

 Full scholarship and full tuition waivers are two different things. 

Full scholarship is for a donor to provide it. It is not restricting 

that much because they can still apply for aid.  

▪ Senator Alarab stated the University can only give out presidential or 

rocket scholarship. Everything else comes from private sources; every 

scholarship is full or partial.  

▪ Senator Revilla again states that the way he thought of it was full tuition 

waiver not a full scholarship.  

▪ Senator Alarab motioned to remove the “full tuition waiver” from the 

resolution.   

o Debate in resolution as a whole:  

▪ Chief Justice Lawson states that resolution is saying that Student 

Government supports the creation of a program for scholarships. They are 

not creating the program; just supporting the idea.  



 

 

▪ Senator Hajeir stated that when it is said that people should be treated 

equally and by doing this they are not being treated equally- they are not 

being treated equally in the first place.  

 There are many scholarships for everything and everyone else, 

and this is just adding to it.  

 Saying that we shouldn’t have this scholarship is like saying that 

someone who plays baseball shouldn’t get a scholarship because 

not everyone plays baseball and can apply for the scholarship.   

 These refugees are coming in without any money, so applying for 

loans is not an option.  

▪ Senator Eid states that there is a difference between a minority 

scholarship and a refugee scholarship. Refugees cannot pay their 

scholarship; minorities can.  

▪ Senator Abdul-Khoudoud motioned to approve by raise of hands, Senator 

Linthicum seconds.  

▪ Senator Sweet objects on the grounds that the terms “full and partial” 

needs to be changed to “full or partial.”   

 Speaker Zapadka sustains the objection.  

▪ Senator Abdul-Khoudoud remotions to approve by raise of hand with 

Senator Revilla seconding.  

▪ The resolution passes 28 in favor, 0 against, and 4 abstaining.  

 

Mike: a lot of grammar errors, would we be missing too much of diversity month if we wait 

tonight or next week  

Maty to debate liz second  

marty: in favor of tabling it, steering wanted to vet I  

Motion to table ti second by Jordan  

 

Announcements 

 Senator Bhakta motioned the Diversity Resolution to the floor with Senator Welty 

seconding.   



 

 

o Diversity month is about spreading awareness of diversity on campus.  

o The resolution is for a panel that will give their views of diversity to Student 

Government. It will start with Dr. Flapp and Dr. Spann and the Assistant Provost. 

o Each will give a 10 minute review on diversity on campus on April 10th and a 

talk about diversity.  

o Senator Bhakta states that we should support diversity on campus through this 

resolution.  

o Senator Bhakta motions the resolution to the floor by acclimation.  

o Senator Linthicum objects, asking why the resolution was not submitted to 

Steering on time.  

▪ Senator Bhakta stated that he was waiting for confirmation of the 

speakers.  

▪ Senator Linthicum rescinds his objection.  

o Chief Justice Lawson stated that she did not like that diversity was in quotes, and 

Speaker Zapadka stated that the comment should be held for debate.  

o Speaker Zapadka stated that the motion would be held by raise of hands since he 

was unsure if there was majority of acclimation.  

o The motion passes and the resolution is on the floor.  

o Senator Revilla stated that there were a lot of grammar errors and asked if too 

much of diversity month would we be missed if we waited until next week to hear 

the resolution.  

▪ Senator Welty motioned to hear the resolution next week due to the 

amount of grammar and spelling errors, and Senator Layhew seconded.  

▪ Speaker Zapdka reminded everyone that the questioning phase was still in 

progress, and that should be held for debate.  

o Senator Revilla asked if the resolution should wait or if Senate should go though 

and fix every error on the spot.  

▪ Senator Bhakta asked how many errors he noticed, and Senator Revilla 

stated that he saw quite a few.  

o Senator Bhakta replied that he wanted to amend it on the spot.  



 

 

o Senator Linthicum motioned into debate with Senator Layhew seconding.  

o Senator Linthicum then said that he was in favor of tabling until next week, 

stating that the reason Steering reviewed legislation first was to vet things like this 

to keep meetings timely. He then motioned to table until next week by 

acclimation, with Senator Layhew seconding.  

▪ The motion passes.  

 Senator Linthicum stated that the reason someone abstains is because he/she has a 

conflict of interest in voting. He/she should vote no change if you cannot make a 

decision. If you are abstaining because you do not know enough, ask more questions.  

 

Final Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 

 

Adjournment:  

Motion to Close – Senator Andy Taylor 

Seconded by Senator Marty Linthicum 

Meeting Adjourned  

 

 

Recorded By: Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 

Emailed By: Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary (3/31/2018)



 

 

 


