
 

 

The University of Toledo 

Student Government 

Senate Minutes 

2/27/18 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 8:35 PM 

 

Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary  

Motion to Approve Meeting Minutes by Senator Linthicum and seconded by Senator Taylor. The 

motion passes with no objections.  

 

Guests:  

Nick Skiba, UTSG General Member 

 

Open Floor 

• Officer Williams is doing a survey of students for their department. The police want to 

know if they’re doing a good job and what they can do better to be beneficial to the 

students. They want as many surveys as possible; the survey goes through May.  

• Questions:  

o Senator Taylor mentioned that he filled it out, and the URL was not updated for the 

police website. He also encouraged everyone to fill it out.  

 

Guest Speakers: 

NONE 

 

Appointments 

Senators for Appointment:  

• NONE 

Justices for Appointment:  

• NONE 



 

 

 

Reports 

Internal Affairs: Senator Marty Linthicum, Committee Chair 

• COSGA was incredible.  

o There were lots of good changes discussed that will be presented at the next meeting 

or the meeting after.  

• Apparel  

o Orders are due this Thursday at 4:00 PM – NO EXCEPTIONS!  

▪ Quarter zips are $22 and windbreakers are $40.  

o The power tower on the table in the office came in last week.  

o There have been complaints about proper attire in meetings.   

▪ According to the bylaws, every member of Senate, the executive branch, and 

all of SJC must be dressed in business casual.  

• No denim (jackets OR jean pants)  

• No spaghetti straps  

• No open-toed shoes  

• No t-shirts 

 

External Affairs: Senator Julia Hernandez, Committee Chair 

• Pre-Election Events 

o Snack and Chat will be March 15th.  

o Presidential and Vice Presidential Debate will be March 23rd in the Ingman Room.  

• For Rocket Prom, we are currently searching for the best rental prices for a photo booth.  

o The Prom is scheduled for April 12th.  

• Monthly Newsletter should be released tomorrow (2/27/18), and it will include the month 

of January and February.  

 

Campus Culture: Senator Andrew Montry, Committee Chair  

• Make sure you read the Steering minutes; they will have my report in it.  



 

 

 

Treasurer: Senator Andy Taylor 

• COSGA was great.  

• There will be another piece of legislation offered on this issue 

o Big deal because there will be a lot of reallocations.  

• My Green Zone Training Bill will be read today.  

• As the Vice President of Membership of Mortar Board, it is both my privilege and honor to 

congratulate President Jimmy Russell on getting tapped. 

 

SJC: Chief Justice Madison Lawson 

• COSGA was great.   

• SJC will be contacting some of the Senate to implement the ideas founded at COSGA.  

• There was a meeting with Gabby, who is working with peer procedural advocacy. The 

current timeline is recruitment and training before Fall 2018.  

 

President: Jimmy Russell 

• COSGA was great; there will be a presentation at the meeting after spring break.   

 

Vice President: Drew Williams 

• FLE (Freshmen Leadership Experience) meets this Thursday at the REC at 6:30 PM.  

 

Old Business 

Constitution Update Amendment:  

• Author Senator Marty Linthicum acknowledges that it is on its third reading but tabled it 

because people wanted to make changes.  

 

Green Zone Training Bill  

• Senator Linthicum motioned to approve the bill by acclimation, and Senator Layhew 
seconded it. The motion passes with no objections and Senator Taylor abstaining.  



 

 

 

Recording Secretary Bylaws Amendment  

• Author Kyle Zapadka steps down and asks for questions.  

o Senator Taylor asks for whether the bill is able to be approved, and upon receiving 

confirmation that it needs to be tabled, motions to table. Senator Layhew seconds, 

and it is tabled with no objections.  

 

New Business  

Carlson Vending Machine Resolution  

• Authors Senator Noah Pyle and Senator Jordan Welty speak on the bill, stating that vending 
machines will be put on the first and second floors of Carlson Library to give students 
something to eat after the dining halls and food locations close.  

o The Dean of Students does not want to add these because he is already adding a 
vending machine for school supplies. However, with Student Government support, 
he would be more inclined to do so.  

o Motion to approve by acclimation by Senator Bhakta. Senator Taylor seconds, and 
the motion passes with no objections and Senator Welty abstaining.  

 

Composting Resolution  

• Authors Senator Rory Heizelman and Senator Alexander Krabill propose that dining hall 

organic waste can be repurposed and be given to local farms.  

o In addition, this change of purpose would support small businesses.  

• Senator Taylor motions to debate, Senator Linthicum seconds with no objections.  

• Senator Taylor motions to approve by acclimation, Senator Linthicum seconds, and the 

resolution carries with no objections.  

 

2018 Election Manual Amendment  

• Speaker Zapadka steps down and gives a quick rundown of the amendment. 

o This is only an amendment to change the referendum date to March 15th from the 

original February 22nd date.  

o Election Board is also recommending a change to the Election Manual as a whole.  



 

 

▪ Senator Enoch states that these should be done separately and motions to 

approve the first amendment. Senator Taylor objects and motions to give 

Chief Justice Lawson speaking rights with Senator Welty seconding.  

• Chief Justice Lawson states that the reason behind adding this to the 

election manual was to avoid waiting three weeks to pass.  

• Speaker Zapadka additionally states that Election Board is 

recommending this change to make it easier; the Senate is free to do 

whatever they like in terms of rejecting or accepting the 

recommendation.  

▪ Senator Enoch’s motion is withdrawn.   

o Justice Salman presents the judicial review:  

▪ The rationale behind SJC’s decision is that the emergency meeting called by 

Election Board did not follow the Constitution and did not have quorum. 

Therefore, the meeting was declared illegitimate.  

▪ In addition, ignorance is not an excuse that Election Board can claim.  

o Senator Taylor motions that Chief Justice Lawson steps in to clarify Justice Salman’s 

presentation.  

▪ Based on information brought to the attention of the justices, SJC has 

determined that the emergency meeting conducted by members of Election 

Board at the end of the mandatory election meeting was illegitimate due to 

the fact that they did not have quorum.  The decision reached in said 

illegitimate meeting was that the deadline was extended without following 

correct procedures. We are now trying to extend the deadline through the 

proper channels.  

▪ In short, the meeting was illegitimate, therefore the ruling was illegitimate.  

o Senator Taylor clarifies Chief Justice Lawson’s explanation, stating that Election 

Board had a meeting, and the Presidential ticket deadline was extended, even though 

they did not have quorum.  

▪ Chief Justice Lawson adds that Election Board also did not bring the matter 

to Senate, as is stated in the bylaws: You need Senate’s approval for changes 

to the Election Manual before the changes are passed.   

o Speaker Zapadka states that these rulings apply to the meeting on February 20th, 

where quorum was present. This meeting is also considered illegitimate because the 

matter was not brought to Senate.  



 

 

o Chief Justice Lawson confirms Speaker Zapadka’s statement and asks for questions.  

▪ Senator Taylor clarifies that this is a judicial review, a statement that these 

meetings are not legitimate, so Senate does not need to vote on this matter. 

o Chief Justice Lawson again confirms and adds that because four Justices, including 

herself, are not allowed to vote due to being on Election Board, it was up to the 

other four Justices, who were unanimous in their ruling of illegitimacy. This is simply 

the groundwork for future decisions.  

o Speaker Zapadka asks for permission to move forward with the recommendation, 

and Justice Drees gives him permission.  

▪ Speaker Zapadka states that the recommendation of Election Board is that 

they agree with the SJC decision and they are recommending two changes:  

• There was a vote of 4-3 recommending that the Presidential and 

Senatorial ticket deadlines be extended to tonight at 11:00 PM.  

• There was a vote of 7-0 recommending that the dates for turning in 

election materials should be changed based on a vote by Senate.  

o Speaker Zapadka then asks for questions regarding the recommendations.  

o Senator Taylor motions to give all of SJC speaking rights for the remainder of the 

discussion, and Senator Linthicum seconds.  

o Chief Justice Lawson states that 2/3rds of Senate must agree to make these changes 

to the Election Manual.  

o Vice President Williams was motioned speaking rights by Senator Taylor. Senator 

Enoch objects on the basis that this matter is an internal Senate matter.  

o Senator Enoch rescinded his objection upon learning that Vice President Williams 

was attempting to leave the meeting.  

o Vice President Williams is motioned speaking rights by Senator Taylor, and Senator 

Linthicum seconds; upon receiving speaking rights, Vice President Williams excused 

himself from the meeting.  

▪ Senator Linthicum questions what Senate would do in the event of a tie, and 

Speaker Zapadka points out that it is impossible to tie 2/3rds.  

▪ Speaker Zapadka also states that there are 31 voting members, so 21 votes 

are needed. In addition, 2/3rds of Steering members must vote to suspend 

the Constitution for this to be passed.  



 

 

o Senator Enoch motions to enter debate for moving the date back to tonight at 11:00 

PM for both Senatorial and Presidential tickets with a second from Senator Welty.  

▪ Senator Enoch states that Election Board was in the wrong in their meeting, 

and that Senate should make it fair and possible for everyone to benefit from 

the system.  

▪ He also states that even if the Presidential ticket is not extended, Senatorial 

tickets should be and for Senate to be aware that it is an option.  

o Senator Taylor states that there was a second Presidential ticket, Senator Dhaval 

Bhakta (President) and Senator Hassan Quershi (Vice President), that came through 

Election Board; however, the paperwork was not signed. The Election Board 

granted Senator Bhakta an extension in order to find a Vice Presidential candidate; 

however, SJC decided it was unconstitutional because it extended deadline for 

everyone. We are under debate to retroactively extend that deadline now for any 

ticket.  

▪ Personally, Senator Taylor feels that the deadline was made very clear.  

▪ He is not in favor of ever suspending the Constitution and further believes 

that there was more than enough time for serious candidates to express 

questions and gather information regarding Presidential/Vice Presidential 

tickets and paperwork.  

o Speaker Zapadka states that he has two opinions to present, one as Election Board 

and one as himself:  

▪ Election Board did have two meetings deciding to extend the deadline, and 

SJC trumps that decision. The decision was not unconstitutional, just not 

valid.  

▪ As for himself, Speaker Zapadka believes that Senate should vote to extend 

the deadline to tonight because, due to the Election Board allowing Senator 

Bhakta and Senator Quershi to run as a Presidential ticket, it did not allow 

them the ability to run for Senate. Therefore, if Senate is going to bar the 

extension of one deadline, bar the Presidential ticket deadline; do NOT bar 

the extension of the Senatorial ticket deadline so that Senator Bhakta and 

Senator Quershi still have the option of being in Student Government.  

o Senator Taylor motions to consider items separately:  

▪ First consider extending the Presidential ticket deadline, then consider 

extending the Senatorial ticket deadline. The motion is seconded by Senator 

Linthicum and passes with no objections  



 

 

o Speaker Zapadka clarifies that the debate is now on extending the Presidential/Vice 

Presidential ticket deadline.   

o Senator Layhew questions whether the deadline extension would make it a contested 

election.  

▪ Speaker Zapadka replies that it is possible. The current number of Senatorial 

tickets is at 26. If two more turned in all of their paperwork by 11:00 PM, 

that number would increase to 28; there are only 26 spots.  

o Senator Montry questioned whether the Senatorial forms were turned in on time.  

▪ Speaker Zapadka replies that Senator Hassan Quershi’s were, but Senator 

Dhaval Bhakta’s were not.  

o Senator Linthicum respectfully requests for both Senator Quershi and Senator 

Bhakta to recuse themselves from discussion.  

o Chief Justice Lawson replies to Senator Layhew’s point that there are 10 seats 

reserved for Appointed Senators, so no one is “removed” from Student 

Government or barred from joining. 

▪ It was motioned to give President Russell speaking rights, but there were 

several objections. There was a vote by raise of hand regarding the matter 

with the following results:  

• 18 Voted to Give President Russell Speaking Rights  

• 9 Voted Against Giving President Russell Speaking Rights 

• 1 Abstained from Voting 

o President Russell states that there was only one Presidential ticket that came to 

discuss the presidential responsibilities with him, and that was Vice President 

Williams and Senator Rodriguez.  

▪ It states very clearly in the Election Manual that ignorance is not an excuse.  

▪ In short, if you did not take the initiative to read the manual and/or talk to 

President Russell, you did not show responsibility, and you are unprepared 

to run Student Government.  

o Speaker Zapadka states that they should have talked to Election Board, not to the 

President.  



 

 

o Senator Enoch states that people need to be taken out of the matter; Senate should 

consider whether the decision they are making would be allowed for ANYONE, not 

just one person.  

o Senator Metzger states that he read his paperwork and did his duties; it would not be 

fair to simply grant leniency to someone who did not do his/her duties.  

o Senator Bhakta states that he agrees with all of the statements made; however, when 

he turned his ticket in, he did talk to President Russell. He was unsure about the 

responsibilities, but he eventually decided that it was a position he wanted. There 

were simply a few points that he missed.  

o Speaker Zapadka states again that talking about who said what to who is irrelevant. 

This is about following the Election Manual and turning in paperwork, not about 

specific people. 

o Senator Alarab states that the parties involved were approved, even though they 

were approved on wrong basis, and therefore should get an extension.  

o Senator Taylor states that, taking character out of it, the two candidates have a 

combined total of 4 semesters of Student Government experience. They should 

know enough about Student Government to be able understand the process. 

▪ This is the hardest job on campus and requires detail-oriented people. There 

is no need to suspend the Constitution simply to justify paperwork not being 

turned in; this is the case for anybody.  

o Senator Quershi states that he and Senator Bhakta read the Election Manual and 

asked the Election Board about their ability to run. The decision may not have been 

valid, but they did make the decision. It is unfair to remove us for that decision.  

o Speaker Zapadka reminds everyone that Election Board recommended to extend the 

deadline for all paperwork (Vote of 4-3) and for Senate to have the ability to vote 

and decide whether or not to extend those deadlines (Vote of 7-0). 

▪ He asks SJC if Senator Quershi and Senator Bhakta are currently not a valid 

Presidential ticket. The current debate would be to undo that and allow them 

the ability to have a valid ticket.  

o Chief Justice Lawson replies that they technically do not have a ticket currently. The 

debate is whether to extend the Presidential ticket deadline, and THEN it will be 

debated upon whether or not to extend the Senatorial ticket deadline.  



 

 

o Senator Taylor states that Senator Quershi and Senator Bhakta did go to the correct 

venue, but it was done the day of the deadline. If it had be done earlier, it would not 

have been an issue; the issue is the timing.  

o Senator Quershi states that it WAS within the deadline.  

o Senator Taylor disagrees, stating that Senator Quershi’s name was not listed on the 

Presidential ticket by the deadline.  

o Senator Strausbaugh motions to vote by raise of hand, and Senator Montry seconds.  

▪ Chief Justice Lawson again clarifies that this vote is in regard to extending 

the Presidential/Vice Presidential ticket deadline.   

▪ The votes are as follows: 

• 10 Voted TO EXTEND the Presidential ticket deadline.  

• 16 Voted AGAINST Extending the Presidential ticket deadline. 

• 2 Abstained 

o The Presidential ticket deadline was not extended.  

o Senator Taylor motioned to move into debate on extending the Senatorial ticket 

deadline, and Senator Linthicum seconded. There were no objections.  

o Senator Enoch states that the rationale behind this was to allow Senator Quershi and 

Senator Bhakta to run for Senate because they were not able to run for presidency.  

o Speaker Zapadka states that Senator Quershi’s paperwork for Senator is null and 

void; however, it was turned in, signifying that he did intend to run for Senator.  

o Senator Taylor expresses his agreeance of this recommendation; it would not be fair 

to disallow them to run completely. 

o Chief Justice Lawson made a point of information that 2/3rds of Steering members 

must vote to suspend the Constitution to bypass the “three readings” rule, and that 

2/3rds of Senate must vote to approve this change.  

o Senator Layhew clarifies the fact that anyone, not just Senator Quershi and Senator 

Bhakta, could join the Senatorial Race if this deadline was extended.  

o Senator Enoch requests the article behind the statement that Steering would need to 

approve the suspension of the Constitution.  



 

 

▪ Chief Justice Lawson replies that Article 5, Section 5, Subsection B, Sub-

Subsection 4 is the article in question.  

o Senator Taylor states that Steering would have to suspend the Constitution for it to 

even be possible to give both senators enough time to gather the signatures they 

need before the election.   

o Speaker Zapadka states that if the Constitution is not suspended, three weeks from 

now would only give the senators 2-3 days to get signatures, which is unfair due to 

this being Election Board’s mistake. He makes the recommendation that someone 

motion a vote of Steering now.  

o Senator Bhakta states that Senate should have extended either both of the ticket 

deadlines (Presidential and Senatorial) or neither of the ticket deadlines.  

o Senator Taylor agrees and states that he will be voting against this.  

o Senator Linthicum questions why Senator Quershi’s Senatorial ticket is invalid.   

▪ Speaker Zapadka states that his Presidential ticket nulls his Senatorial ticket, 

and that this was made clear to Senator Quershi.  

▪ Senator Linthicum states that the meetings were invalid, making Senator 

Quershi’s Presidential ticket invalid and his Senatorial ticket valid.  

o Senator Taylor motions to take the recommendation to extend the deadline to 

whenever the third reading would take place, keeping in mind that Senate can hold a 

paper meeting over Spring Break. Senator Montry seconds.  

▪ It was clarified that Senate is voting on extending the deadline to whatever 

night the third reading is, deliberately keeping the wording ambiguous.  

▪ Senator Taylor motions to scrap the partially vote, and then rescinds his 

entire motion to vote.  

o Chief Justice Lawson clarifies that Senator Quershi’s Senatorial paperwork is still 

valid.  

o Senator Enoch motions to suspend the Constitution and extend the deadline to 

tonight. Senator Strausbaugh seconds.  

o Senator Alarab questions that if the Constitution is suspended, what happens after it 

no longer needs to be suspended. Senator Taylor replies that the Constitution simply 

returns after the vote.  



 

 

o Steering goes aside to vote. The vote is as follows, according to Speaker Zapadka:  

▪ 0 Voted to Suspend the Constitution 

▪ 5 Voted Against Suspending the Constitution  

▪ 1 Abstained  

o Senator Taylor states that even though the Constitution is not suspended, the 

amendment can still be passed with three readings.  

o Senator Enoch argues that there is no point in making that vote because there would 

be practically no time for the prospective Senators to gather signatures.  

o Senator Taylor stated that Senate can hold a meeting even off the regular schedule, 

therefore one can be scheduled over Spring Break and the amendment tabled 

electronically. This would give enough time to gather signatures.  

o Chief Justice Lawson confirms that paper meetings are valid.  

o President Russell states a point of information that Senate can have emergency 

meetings with a three-day notice, and it is an impeachable offense to whoever does 

not show up without an excuse.  

o Senator Taylor motions to extend the deadline to day it is passed (3rd Meeting), 

Senator Montry seconds with the point of information that it is a competitive race. 

The vote is as follows:  

▪ 5 Voted to Extend the Deadline  

▪ 17 Voted Against Extending the Deadline 

▪ 5 Abstained 

o Senator Linthicum states that Senate should vote on making the change to 

referendum date by raise of hand. Senator Enoch seconds this motion.  

▪ The motion was rescinded because an explanation was needed.  

o Senator Zapadka explains that the original date made it extremely hard to pass a 

referendum.  

o Senator Taylor clarifies that this also requires three readings.  

o Senator Metzger questions why the original date was chosen. 



 

 

▪ Speaker Zapadka states that it was simply overlooked.  

o Senator Taylor motions to vote on the referendum extension by raise of hand, and 

Senator Montry seconds. The vote is as follows:  

▪ 27 Voted to Table the Referendum Extension 

▪ 0 Voted Against Tabling the Referendum Extension 

▪ 0 Abstained 

 

Announcements 

• Speaker Zapadka stated that he was displeased with the non-extension of the Senatorial 

ticket deadline.  

• Senator Taylor echoed this and stated that it does not make a lot of sense to discourage 

Senator Bhakta from running altogether.  

o In addition, this was not an assassination of character for anyone. This was merely a 

procedural thing, so keep participating.  

• President Russell echoed both Speaker Zapadka’s and Senator Taylor’s sentiments. In 

addition, he congratulated everybody on their level of professionalism. 

o He again echoed the fact that both Senator Quershi and Senator Bhakta have a lot 

left to offer.   

• Senator Revilla announced Sig. Ep. Stromboli tickets are for sale.  

• Senator Bhakta expressed his thanks to the Senate for being professional. He also expressed 

his displeasure with the way the vote turned out, stating that Senate did amend the 

Constitution for referendum, and that they should have extended the ticket deadline.  

• Senator Welty again reminded everyone to turn in money and apparel orders.  

 

Final Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 
 

Adjournment:  

Motion to close by Senator Andy Taylor. Seconded by Senator Marty Linthicum 

Meeting Adjourned  

 



 

 

 

Recorded and Submitted By: Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 

Finalized and Emailed By: Senator Jordan Welty, Legislative Secretary 

Email Date: Monday, March 12, 2018 @ 9:00 A.M. 
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Senator Becca Sturges     Senator Jordan Welty 

Recording Secretary      Legislative Secretary 
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