
 

 

The University of Toledo 

Student Government 

Senate Minutes 

2/20/18 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 8:15 PM 

 

Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary  

Motion to Approve Meeting Minutes: Senator Marty Linthicum  

Second: Senator Andy Taylor 

  

Guests:  

Nick Skiba, UTSG General Member 

 

Open Floor 

None  

 

Guest Speakers: 

Lucas Zastrow, Student Representative - UT Board of Trustees  

 Gave a report on the most recent Board of Trustee meeting (2/19), including the specifics 

of the different committees  

o Clinical Affairs Committee Meeting  

▪ This committee discussed the ongoing opioid crisis and what UTMC is 

doing to combat the epidemic, which includes:  

 Education on faculty and students on addictive prescription 

 Checking to see if patients are already on opioids  

 Limiting prescriptions of opioids  

▪ Within the newly opened detoxification center, 512 people have already 

been treated since when it opened.  



 

 

 UTMC is planning on expanding this center by marketing, adding 

8 more beds, and other means.  

o Student Affairs Committee:  

▪ They changed the nursing college name to make it more understandable.  

▪ The Physician Assistant (PA) program was in danger of losing its 

accreditation. They were recently notified that after the University 

appealed this, they were set on probation. They created a class next fall in 

response to this, and 450 people are already registered. 

▪ Regarding academic affiliation between ProMedica and the College of 

Medicine opening in April, the neuroscience center is going to be opened. 

This will be a collaboration between the two and will be a research center 

as well as a place to treat patients. 

o Finance Committee:  

▪ This committee is starting to look at an inclusive aspect model of books to 

reduce book cost.  

 eBooks will be included in specific classes with the price 

significantly lower than retail.  

 It will be incorporated into a fee that you pay when starting 

semester.  

▪ Housing and dining rates are slightly increasing.   

o Trustee and Governments:  

▪ This committee simply had a personal action report that was approved.  

o Full Board Meeting:  

▪ All agenda items were approved for all committees.  

▪ Dr. Gaber stated that retention was up by greater than 1% from last year. 

In addition, research metrics are up and research dollars are increasing.  

o Questions:  

▪ Senator Linthicum asks if Lucas feels that student trustees should have the 

right to vote in meetings? 



 

 

 Lucas states that it is more of a time commitment, and he’d have to 

be a lot more informed and experienced like the other trustees. 

There would need to be a better system to make sure informed 

decisions are being made beforehand.   

▪ Senator Taylor stated that Lucas’s term expired soon and inquired about 

when the application was getting sent out. 

 Lucas stated that he was talking to Dr. Flapp, and that he didn’t 

know when exactly it would be sent out, but that it would be very 

soon. 

▪ Senator Taylor asked a follow up question about where the other student 

representative on the board was.  

 Lucas answered that she had a conference, but her flight back was 

delayed and she was unable to make it.  

 Dr. Gore: Associate Vice President of the Eberly Center for Women 

o Dr. Gore is also the Associate Vice President for the Minority Business Center, 

and she teaches on the graduate level.   

o Dr. Gore is looking for opportunities to advertise scholarships from the Eberly 

Center located in Tucker Hall. 

o Both men and women use the center as it has unlimited printing, copying, and a 

computer lab.  

o The Center recently hosted a celebrity waiter night, that raised $18,000 in 

scholarships in tips from about 550 people of the community.  

o Kate’s Closet is only professional clothing closet in Northwest Ohio, and it is on 

our campus.  

▪ This is used for internships, job interviews, career fairs, etc. There are 

about 3,000 donations inside the closet.  

o Many scholarships are due on March 19th.   

▪ These can be found on the website, but there have been past years where 

scholarships have had no one apply.  

▪ There are a number of spots available to students for free - no fee to 

participate.  

 This includes lunch with a purpose, Eberly Center adventures, etc. 



 

 

▪ Please make sure your fellow students know about these.  

o The Center works with the Health and Coalition Office.  

▪ There is a Safety and Health Fair next Tuesday 2-6.  

o Follow the Center on twitter and Facebook.   

o Questions:  

▪ Senator Linthicum asked if Kate’s Closet only served women. 

 Dr. Gore replied that anyone who self-identifies as a woman can 

use the closet. Unfortunately, there is no space for men’s clothing, 

but they are looking into it.  

o Senator Bhakta asked about the scholarships in reference to financial aid.  

▪ Dr. Gore stated that all scholarships go through financial aid office, who 

looks at qualifications and give them back to the Center.  

o Senator Taylor stated that Savage Arena and Engineering has a service room for a 

men’s closet.  

▪ Senator Enoch stated that engineering has a fund where they buy student’s 

attire.  

 There were questions as to whether other colleges were able to 

access this, and the answer was no. However, President Russell 

replied that Dr. Flapp was working to put together a men’s closet 

with the Eberly Center.   

▪ Dr. Gore reiterated that individuals on campus and out in the community 

are free to use the closet.  

 Ryan Kyle: Liftoff UT 

o This program is for incoming freshmen who don’t know anyone coming in to 

know people (including a ‘mentor’) on campus.  

o Mentor applications:   

▪ There are links to the application through all bios on social media.  

▪ The program will set you up with incoming freshmen in the same major, 

so you can guide them into freshmen year.  



 

 

▪ There are monthly get togethers, picnic, etc.  

▪ This program is a good way to be a leader, get involved, and make a 

friend.  

o Questions:  

▪ Senator Linthicum asked about what type of a weekly time commitment 

would you say being a mentor requires.  

 Mr. Kyle replied that generally, it is what you make it. There are 

monthly ‘hangout’ sessions, sometimes more than once a month, 

but ultimately, it depends on how close you want to be with your 

mentee. 

▪ Senator Layhew asked about the recruitment process for freshmen.  

 Mr. Kyle responded that mentors are more upperclassmen, with a 

3.0 GPA. If they don’t get enough, they get sophomores.  

 Freshmen are recruited through success coaches, reaching out as 

best as they can.  

 Jonathan Barrow/Blake Whitley: Theta Chi Field Executives 

o Mr. Barrow and Mr. Whitley are full-time staff members of Theta Chi Fraternity 

International Headquarters.  

o Their main purpose on campus is to help rebuild Theta Chi at UT.  

o Theta Chi started a program called Our Sacred Purpose, which is essential looking 

after one another as brothers.  

▪ Topics they cover include sexual assault, mental illness, hazing, etc.  

▪ They are also involved in making sure the community is ok.  

▪ They are required to have one campus in Our Sacred Purpose per 

semester.   

o They do have standardized pledging process, regardless of where you are, so you 

are doing the same thing across the board.   

▪ The Resident Man Program is for those that went above and beyond in 

undergrad.  

o The main philanthropy of Theta Chi is their commitment to armed forces.  



 

 

▪ They are a military fraternity, the largest donor of time and money to the 

USO yearly.  

▪ They focus on campus safety, personal health, and the armed forces.  

o They want to provide a strong community on UT’s campus.  

o Questions  

▪ Senator Layhew questions where they were at in rebuilding.  

 A full-blown chapter is 40-50, and they weren’t removed from 

campus. Some said it was not worth the work, so Theta Chi is 

technically a full-blown chapter of UT, just with 0 brothers.  

 The InterFraternity Council (IFC) has opened UT up for expansion 

in the fall, so they can skip being a chartered fraternity.  

 There are immediate opportunities for leadership within this 

chapter.  

▪ Senator Taylor stated that he can personally testify to the help of Greek 

life. If one was to be involved in this chapter, they would be in it from the 

ground up.  

 

Appointments 

Senators for Appointment: 

1. Dhaval Patil 

- Dhaval is a senior majoring in digital marketing. He wants to join UTSG because the 

amazing students here could help to push him and reach all the people and 

organizations to make voices heard. He is a social media marketer, so he can get the 

reach out there. Our current social media is small, and he can change that and 

increase reach in organization and get voice out there.  

 Questions:   

o Senator Enoch questioned about when Dhaval is planning on graduating.  

▪ Dhaval can either graduate in December or graduate next spring.  

o Senator Sweet asked what committee Dhaval is planning on joining. 

▪ Dhaval replied External Affairs.  



 

 

o Senator Linthicum asked about how Dhaval heard of Student Government.   

▪ Dhaval replied that he is tech savvy, taking social media classes, and that 

it took him a year or two to learn about Student Government. Students 

should be let know that we are active and listen to their voices. He learned 

about it from friends in Student Government.  

o Senator Strausbaugh asked what one thing Dhaval wished to improve in Student 

Government  

▪ Dhaval replied that the calendar is not being used when it could be. There 

should be dates important to student government. He also stated that we 

should work on being more timely on posts, being more appreciative to 

representatives in Student Government, and updating the student body on 

what we are doing. 

o Senator Sweet asked why Dhaval wanted to join Student Government over other 

organizations.  

▪ Dhaval stated that he is involved in 3 other organizations: IBA, AIS, and 

Zeta Phi. However, he sees room for improvement in Student Government 

that he can be motivated to act upon. He wishes for the experience that 

will come with that.  

o Motion to move into Debate: Senator Montry  

o Second: Senator Layhew  

o Motion to Approve by Acclamation: Senator Linthicum 

o Second: Senator Bhakta 

▪ No Objections - Motion Carries. 

 

Reports 

Internal Affairs: Senator Marty Linthicum, Committee Chair 

 We are now taking roll call of everyone not already on the list or on the agenda  

o This is so we can take attendance of people who want to become senators.  

o An amendment will be brought up later in Senate.   

 The apparel was finished up by Senator Welty.  



 

 

o Quarter Zips are $22 each.  

o Windbreakers are $40 each. 

o You must order these by March 1st at 4:00 PM - No Exceptions.  

 Embosser  

o There was an email just received back from who we are ordering from, and the 

order went through.  

 End of the Year Party 

o We will probably be doing an off-campus party at the end of the year. 

o There will be a second social event later in the semester.   

 Budget requests due Thursday by 5:00 PM. It will be done before, but if you want to 

learn how to do that, come to the Internal Affairs meeting Thursday at 4:30 PM. Senator 

Taylor and Senator Linthicum will go over how it is done.  

 Map is hanging in office. 

 

External Affairs: Senator Julia Hernandez, Committee Chair 

 Rocket Prom was moved to April 12th because of the conflict with Songfest.  

 We are waiting on legislation for the photo booth that Student Government will be 

providing to the Prom.  

 The first Rocket of the Week was released last Thursday (2/15) and there will be another 

this Thursday (2/22). 

 The newsletter will be released next Tuesday.  

 

Campus Culture: Senator Andrew Montry, Committee Chair  

 Senator Montry will be attending the Dining Auxiliary Committee meeting on Friday.  

 

Treasurer: Senator Andy Taylor 

 Will be hosting how he did the budget on Thursday during Internal Affairs.  

 If you have legislation, send it in soon so that we can get it in the budget.  



 

 

 There will be a report next week on money that we have left over after the finalized 

budget is done.   

 

SJC: Chief Justice Madison Lawson 

 New senators must take the senator quiz within two weeks otherwise he/she will have no 

voting or speaking rights. It is on the Student Government website. Set up an 

appointment with any justice to take the quiz.  

 

Election Board: Speaker Kyle Zapadka  

 There are 25 people running for Senate and 2 Presidential Tickets.  

 Campaign Manager form is due Thursday, and signatures are due March 15th.  

 There is no vote to extend the ticket deadline  

 

President: Jimmy Russell 

 There was a meeting Friday between Jimmy, Drew, and the Provost.  

o If you have taken a foreign language, the professor is not shown until class starts. 

Students should know who their professor will be, and during classes in the fall, 

this will change.  

 There was also discussion with Dr. Flapp about student general fee reallocations.  

o Funds would be reallocated to the Counseling Center.  

o Look for referendum from them on that.  

 

Vice President: Drew Williams 

 There is a Thursday FLE meeting discussing the Post-Election Festival.  

 

Senator of the Week  

Senator Sofia Rodriguez  

 

Old Business 



 

 

Constitution Update Amendment:  

 There was no comment from the author. 

 Senator Welty motions to table by acclimation, Senator Layhew seconds. 

 Motion carries with no objections – Legislation is Tabled 

Post-Election Funding Bill  

 There was no comment from the author.  

 $1,500 was allocated in the bill to the post-election festival.  

 Senator Welty motions to approve by acclimation, Senator Layhew seconds. 

 Motion carries with no objections – Legislation is Passed 

 

New Business  

Zeta Phi Beta 

 The author, Sofie Rodriguez, explains the bill:  

o This bridges the gap between Zeta Phi Beta and Student Government.   

o There are not a lot of pads and tampons for women in the bathrooms around 

campus  

o $100 from Student Government would be allocated to this bill   

o We would be working with the Eberly Center; they are also donating.  

o There would be a stamp with our logo on the baskets.  

o Questions:  

▪ Senator Linthicum asks about how many baskets we would donate, and 

Senator Rodriguez answers that there would be one per bathroom in the 

Student Union.  

▪ Senator Layhew asks how much money the Eberly Center is donating, and 

Senator Rodriguez clarifies that they are just donating the baskets, not 

money.  

 Vice President Williams states that we would just kick it off, then 

worry about retention. He also spoke to Dr. Gore earlier this 

semester, and it is something we should work on.  



 

 

o Motion to move into debate by Senator Taylor, Senator Linthicum seconds.  

▪ Senator Taylor states that spending cannot just be used on donations, so 

we can use the fact that were putting our logo as a marketing opportunity. 

We may need to change wording. 

o Senator Linthicum motions to reword part of the bill for clarification to state that 

Student Government would allocate $100 from sponsored events. 

▪  Senator Taylor objects, and the motion is withdrawn.  

o Senator Taylor motions to approve by acclimation, Senator Linthicum seconds. 

▪ Motion carries with no objections – Legislation is Passed 

 

Green Zone Training Bill 

 Senator Taylor explains the bill:  

o Songfest is the second oldest tradition on campus, and we don’t really participate 

directly or donate because we cannot donate to charity.  

o The philanthropy is Veterans Matter, a charity to house homeless veterans.  

o Green Zone Training certifies students as being veteran friendly. 

▪ We could host that on Tuesday March 13th for all organizations and pay 

for pizza  

▪ Blue Key and Mortar Board could collect donations at the door, and 

whatever organization got the most people would get all money for their 

philanthropy for Songfest.  

o This would give us more visibility and PR and a way to participate in Songfest.  

o This bill would allocate up to $300 for food, dependent on the interest form that 

will be sent out to see how many people want to come.  

o Questions:  

▪ Senator Linthicum questions how long the training would be, and Senator 

Taylor states that it would be about 90 minutes.  

 An abbreviated session might be available upon Senator Taylor’s 

call to the person in charge of the training.  



 

 

▪ Senator Enoch asks where it would be and when, and Senator Taylor 

clarifies that it would be in the Senate room right after the meeting.  

o Motion to move into debate by Senator Linthicum, Senator Layhew seconds. 

▪ Senator Enoch states that it is one of the greatest things we’ve done to get 

involved on campus.  

o Senator Linthicum motions to table by acclimation, Senator Enoch seconds. 

▪ Motion carries with no objections – Legislation is Tabled  

 

Recording Secretary Bylaws Amendment  

 Chief Justice Lawson takes the stand.  

o Speaker Zapadka speaks about the bill:  

▪ There is a requirement for potential senators to show up to two meetings, 

and we just take them on their word. This is a system for us to know who 

came to all of the meetings.   

o Motion to move into debate by Senator Taylor, Senator Linthicum seconds. 

o Senator Taylor motions to table by acclimation, Senator Linthicum seconds. 

▪ Motion carries with no objections – Legislation is Tabled  

 

 

 

Announcements 

 Speaker Zapadka states that there is a meeting for Election Board after Senate tonight.  

 Senator Linthicum announces the annual bowling with the professor night.  

 Senator Rodriguez speaks about the perogies on Thursday for $5 

 Senator Enoch announces that UTEC is hosting a 5K in which the proceeds go to the 

men’s attire donations.  

 Senator Burns announces that the link for BIG Event is live. 



 

 

 Senator Hernandez announces that anyone interested in External Affairs should see her 

after the meeting.  

 

Final Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 

 

Adjournment:  

Motion to Close – Senator Andy Taylor 

Seconded by Senator Marty Linthicum 

Meeting Adjourned  

 

 

Recorded By: Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 

Reviewed By: Senator Jordan Welty, Legislative Secretary 

Emailed By: Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary (2/23/2018) 


