
 

 

The University of Toledo 

Student Government 

Senate Minutes 

4/10/18 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 8:15 PM 

 

Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary  

Motion to Approve Meeting Minutes: Senator Jordan Welty  

Second: Senator Andy Taylor 

  

Guests: 

Dillon Horter  

Rachael Schneider  

Jerrin George  

Carter Kang  

 

Open Floor 

Lieutenant Williams reminded everyone to take the survey for the police.  

 

Guest Speakers: 

Dr. Flapp:  

 Dr. Flapp shared a picture from when he first started working with diversity and 

inclusion that his mentor shared with him. He asked the Senate what came to their minds 

when mentioning diversity. 

o Race, ethnicity, religion, sexuality, national origin were stated as some of the 

things that came to mind.   

 Dr. Flapp then asked how people many exemplified diversity in his/her thoughts and 

work.  



 

 

o Ms. Scheider stated that she worked in insurance and was the only female agent.  

o Senator Abdul-Khoudod mentioned that in the academic environment, he tried to 

answer questions about the Islam and Arab community. He also said that Dr. 

people are afraid to ask questions and to talk about misconceptions, and that they 

should not be.   

o Senator Bhakta stated that he tried to share his culture’s food.   

o Senator Taylor stated that everybody experiences diversity in a different way and 

inclusion ensures that everyone has the opportunity to voice that experience.  

 Dr. Flapp picked up on the fact that Senator Taylor said ‘everybody has the 

opportuntiy..” and asked the Senate whether they though the University leans more 

towards equality or equity. He also asked about the theory that there was even a 

difference between equality and equity.  

o Speaker Zapadka stated that the University does a good job at equity, and that 

there is are a lot of resources for those in minority positions.  

o Senator Krabill relayed that several people he talked to had made it clear that 

there is a strong push for unity and diversity on campus.  

o Senator Layhew stated that the administration did a great job in moving in the 

direction of diversity and support for our students.   

 Dr. Flapp stated that he strongly encouraged people- including Senate- to speak using 

inclusive language.  

 He then told a story about how he was from the University of Mississippi. He had 

naturally wavy hair, and people always thought I was Dominican. People were always 

shocked when he was able to speak Spanish, because they had a conception that other 

people could not speak Spanish.  

o He said that everyone should always be looked as individuals and for what they 

bring to the table. It is more than just words. The past few weeks have given 

people the opportunity to speak freely, and that the Independent Collegian did a 

good job giving people a way to express their views.  

 Dr. Flapp stated that you should not leave college the same way you came in. You want 

people to say that there is something different about you.   

 He also stated that none of us would be here if we did not think about diversity and 

excellence. Give everybody an opportunity the same across the board, because if you 

don’t have appreciation for other cultures, it will not benefit you in the long run.   



 

 

 In addition, he stated that t is ok to disagree with others, you just have to do it in a way 

that is respectful and civil.  

 Dr. Flapp stated that you also have to trust what the person is saying. If you challenge 

someone, make sure you have facts to back it up. Be a noble citizen and stay on the 

equity side as opposed to equality.   

Valerie Walston:  

 Ms. Walston stated Senator Bhakta sent her an email, and praised him as being someone 

who is always open, positive, involved.   

 Ms. Walston shared her “Top 10 ways to embrace diversity and inclusion:”  

1. Support what Dr. Flapp said and research. Research the words and aspects of diversity and 

inclusion. Oftentimes, when discussing diversity and inclusion, people say color, but there 

are so many different ways to understand diversity and inclusion.  

2. Once you have found the definition you feel comfortable with in regards to diversity and 

inclusion, develop your own working theory of what it is. Decide how you are going to live 

it out.  

3. Engage in respectful conversation about diversity and inclusion face to face. There is so 

much that you miss on social media when you are not face to face, because 80% of 

conversations are done with body language.  

4. Learn about different types of diversity and inclusion. Make sure as you engage in 

conversation, you think about the different types.  

5. Engage in lots of conversation with your colleges, such as at the program that the 

Independent Collegian put on. Ms. Walston stated that, while it was difficult to not be able to 

say anything, it was so refreshing to listen to the discord between students and the challenges 

(respectfully and disrespectfully) that you give to each other. Listen to each other.  

6. Be kind. Be kind to individuals who look like you and those who do not look like you. Then 

you will become friends with people who are not like you and will learn from them.   

7. Be sensitive to the needs of others.  

8. Challenge is necessary inside and outside the classroom. Confrontation and challenging are 

two different things.   

9. Develop diversity and inclusion goals for yourself. How can you become more inclusive? 

What is something you can do tomorrow to learn more about inclusion? Ms. Walston then 

asked what different things we could do to learn more about inclusion.  

• Senator Abdul Khoudod stated that he wanted to learn more about different food cultures.  

• Senator Taylor stated that he wanted to learn another language.   



 

 

• Ms. Scheider stated that she could read books/movies from different perspectives.  

• Senator Krabill stated that he could talk to people about their religious beliefs.   

• Ms. Walston agreed with Senator Krabill’s statement, and that it took a lot of courage to 

speak to someone about something so personal.  

• Senator Strausbaugh stated that she could seek out events like the forum yesterday and 

become involved with them.  

10. Be truthful about who you are and try to make improvements to yourself.  

• We all have issues with which we struggle. Be truthful about that. Be open to having 

difficult conversations.  

• Ms. Walston ended with a quote: “It is time for parents to teach young people early on that 

in diversity there is beauty and there is strength.” -Maya Angelou  

 

Dr. Willliam Aryse: 

 Dr. Aryse stated that he represented the academic side of the institution, and that he was 

also here to represent himself.  

 Dr. Aryse stated that he was a privileged white male. His father went to Princeton and 

his grandfather went to Yale. He grew up with a lot of people coming from the same 

background as him, whether he chose it or not. The farther he got from that life, the more 

people he got to know, the more he got to appreciate how many different people there 

are.  

o Dr. Aryse stated that he loved to learn about the different people of the world 

because he did not need to learn more about himself, he wanted to find people of 

different backgrounds.  

o This is especially important in the work environment: when hiring for a position 

in his department, there was a candidate just like him who ultimately got rejected 

because of the similarities. They ended up hiring a diverse Indian woman. 

 Dr. Aryse again stated that he loved personally getting to know people from different 

perspectives.   

 He then switched to the ‘academic side,’ stating that there were two views in higher 

education: there are colleges who want to get better by getting better students. These 

colleges follow the notion that some students are predestined to succeed and some are 

predestined to fail. There is a stigma among these colleges that the top-tier students do 



 

 

not need help and will make it no matter what, the middle-tier students can be helped, 

and the bottom-tier students will not succeed. Dr. Aryse stated that every student can 

succeed- just not in the same circumstances. It is the school’s job to capitalize on the 

strengths of students.  

 Dr. Aryse then stated that, in our society we have significant issues of inequality that are 

getting worse. In spite of the fact that college attendance has gone up, inequality is 

getting worse. Higher education is the only answer we have, but we are not doing it 

right. If we are going to get there, we need to make sure every one is going to succeed 

regardless of their background.  

 

Dr. Spann:  

 Dr. Spann showed a video clip to begin his talk, titled “I am not Black, you are not 

White.”  

 Dr. Spann spoke on the video, stating that he liked it because it talked about emotion. 

Everyone, regardless of background, speaks emotions. Everybody talks with emotions, 

just about different topics.  

 Dr. Flapp questioned “What is a rocket?” 

 Senator Taylor replied that rockets use our collective strengths to push us past labels. 

 Dr. Spann stated that he was from Georgia. He fell in love with this institution because 

the UT is like looking in a mirror and seeing a kid. Everyone here has the same hunger- 

how to find solutions to our problems. Every corner of our society is to come up with our 

mission statement- to improve the human condition. Regardless of different cultures, 

why can you all not have the same core mission of improving the human condition.  

 Dr. Flapp related the University of Toledo to a lion, and when that lion wakes up, there 

is hell to pay. He asked the Senate to help the University ‘roar.’ Gettin emotional to the 

point where you wanna hurt someone will not solve the problem. Finding a resolution by 

speaking emotion is the foundation we are built on.  

 Dr. Flapp stated that he was grateful to be part of this University. He stated that he loved 

to see us working towards the mission. Be ok with being in favor of explaining your 

vantage point. Questions are not stupid, they are just from a different vantage point.  

 Ms. Walston reminded the Senate of the Unity Dinner Thursday 5:30 April 12th, please 

come.  

 

 

Appointments 



 

 

Jerrin George:  

 Jerrin stated that he was a psychology, pre-med major. He wanted to join because Dr. 

Spann was hitting on something important to him. He stated that he was very interested 

in people and wanted to help anyone he could. In addition, he could bring good 

leadership and communication skills to the organization. If he could help the student 

body, he wanted to take advantage of that.  

 Senator Layhew questioned why he was joining so late in the session, and Jerrin stated 

that he was debating what he wanted to join and what would be his interest.  

o He stated that someone said he would be good in this organization, and he ended 

up going to the first two meetings, which sparked his interest. 

 Senator Welty asked what Jerrin considered his biggest strength to be, and Jerrin replied 

that he had good leadership and communication skills. In addition, he was not afraid to 

express his opinions while still respecting others.  

 Senator Logan asked if Jerrin was in any other organizations, and he replied that he was 

in AED (the medical fraternity) and the Honors Ambassadors.   

 Senator Taylor motioned to move into debate with Senator Welty seconding.   

o President Russell stated that the interview went fine, and that he said that if 

things did not work out today that he should run next session.  

o Senator Taylor asked when the transition to the next session was, and was 

informed that it was in two weeks. President Russell clarified that there were two 

meetings- the last one of the 53rd session and the swearing in of the officers for 

the 54th session.  

▪ Senator Taylor reminded the Senate that if they accepted him, that would 

give him the opportunity to  vote on what is on the floor this time and 

next week. He stated that he did not see the point of Jerrin joining. 

o Senator Taylor stated that it was unnecessary to vote him down, and that it would 

be a good learning experience for him. He also stated that he thought shooting 

him down would deter him.  

o Motion to approve by acclimation by Senator Taylor, with Senator Linthicum 

seconding.  

▪ The motion passes unanimously.  

 Jerrin is sworn in by Chief Justice Lawson.  

 



 

 

Reports 

Internal Affairs: Senator Marty Linthicum, Committee Chair 

 Senator Linthicum stated that Senate only had two more meetings: the 17th and the 24th. 

o The 24th is two meetings. The first half will be awards and President Russell’s 

farewell speech. The next half will be reappointing and swearing in everyone.  

o If you want to run for any of the 3 committee chairs, treasurer, speaker, etc., 

please contact Senator Linthicum and give him a powerpoint of 3 slides to talk 

about the position you are running for.   

o If you are interested in treasurer talk to Senator Linthicum or Senator Taylor to 

see how we do internal report. 

 Student Government night is Friday the 13th.  

 There was the last student legal services board meeting Friday. They wanted to reappoint 

positions for the board this semester.  

o Senator Linthicum stated that he would not be continuing his position and that he 

would have more information later. 

 Internal Affairs put in their recommendations for office assistant. The candidates will 

have an interview with President Russell and another representative, and then they will 

be in the office. 

 Please do not leave book bags on tables or chairs in the office.  

External Affairs: Senator Julia Hernandez, Committee Chair  

 Unity diner is Thursday 5:30  

 Prom at 8:00 on April 12th. There are 20 tickets left. 

 

Campus Culture: Senator Andrew Montry, Committee Chair  

 Absent due to the Walk with the UTPD  

 

Treasurer: Senator Andy Taylor 

 Senator Linthicum and Senator Taylor worked something out so that SAC will be a 

Student Government committee. 

o  This will entail Senate approval for SAC. We will be recommending the 

candidates and OSIL will choose candidates based off of this.  



 

 

o If you are interested in applying for SAC, it is open. You do not need to be a 

finance major.  

▪ Senators Linthicum, Taylor, and Enoch have all served.  

 Senator Taylor is working on Senate getting a say in the new organization process. 

 There will be a separate committee to confirm appointee process for this year, but in the  

future the confirmation will be the entire senate.  

SJC: Chief Justice Madison Lawson 

 Chief Justice Lawson reminded new senators to take the senator quiz. 

 The student judicial council had an opinion on something: that the executive committee 

conflicts with SJC. We are supposed to be reviewing legislation. We do not get it until 

after executive committee has sent it to the floor. There is not enough representation on 

executive committee for SJC, and the associate chief justice is supposed to serve in same 

capacity. In essence, Chief Justice Lawson stated that the way SJC is structured, they are 

unable to fulfill duties.  

o President Russell made a comment that the Associate Chief Justice fulfills the 

roles when the Chief Justice is absent. SJC receives legislation during the 

morning, and at their meeting, they can review the legislation for constitutionality 

and put forward their opinion during Senate.  

o Chief Justice Lawson stated that the Associate Chief Justice is meant to assist the 

Chief Justice.  

o Justice Windau stated that it was not the duty of the President to read and 

interpret the constitution, it is SJC’s job.  

▪ Senator Taylor pointed out a conflict of interest: it is a big problem to 

have SJC interpret something concerning SJC  

o Senator Linthicum stated that SJC is in charge of voting on controversies about 

the constitution. Chief Justice Lawson is concerned they cannot review the 

legislation before it is approved. However, they cannot approve or disapprove 

something before it is passed by Senate. He stated that he did not see the point in 

rushing to review a piece of legislation that may not even get passed by Senate.  

o Chief Justice Lawson stated that SJC did not get the legislation as a council until 

after executive committee. They could not stop it at that point from going to the 

floor.  We cannot stop it from going to the floor, and therefore she questioned 

what they were supposed to do then.  



 

 

▪ Speaker Zapadka clarified for Chief Justice Lawson that SJC was unable 

to even rule on a piece of legislation before being passed by Senate. 

o Senator Linthicum said that he saw SJC as responding to problems from Senate. 

He did not understand why SJC would receive anything before senators.  

▪ Chief Justice Lawson then questioned why SJC had a seat on Executive 

Committee, and Senator Linthicum replied that it was to give them 

representation on executive committee. 

▪ President Russell stated that it was because when concerns were brought 

up within Executive Committee, they were able to speak on issues, such 

as bringing attention to senators not fulfilling their duties.  

o Senator Layhew reminded the Senate to return to reports.  

 

President: Jimmy Russell  

 President Russell reminded everyone to make sure any legislation that you write has a 

purpose, and to think of unintended consequences before passing a piece of legislation.   

 This Monday from 4-7, the typing of the alumni record will happen again.  

Vice President: Drew Williams  

 Vice President Williams reminded everyone to grab their shirts before you leave. 

 He also reminded people to go to Rocket Prom and BIG Event   

Senator of the Week  

Andre Brown  

 

Old Business 

None  

 

New Business  

Freshmen Leaders Amendment  

 Senator Krabill, the author, stated that they had FLE this year to embed freshmen into 

the process of Student Government.  



 

 

o He stated that the amendment changes the name to a more robust name.  He also 

stated that it copies down what FLE does and what the director would do.   

 Questions:  

o Senator Layhew questioned whether or not there would be a position in addition 

to the position that Vice President Williams played this year.  

▪ Senator Krabill replied that it would be Vice President (President Elect) 

Williams, Senator (Vice President Elect) Rodriguez, and another member 

confirmed by Senate. 

o Speaker Zapadka confirmed that this third person would have a seat on Executive 

Board according to the amendment.  

▪ Senator Krabill confirmed this, and stated that it would be a non-voting 

position. He also reminded Speaker Zapadka that this part was the issue 

Executive Board had an issue with.  

o Senator Layhew motioned to move into debate with Senator Linthicum 

seconding.  

▪ Speaker Zapadka represented Executive Board’s position.  

 He stated that they believed a representative should not have a seat 

on Executive Board should not have a voting position on 

Executive Board.   

o Senator Linthicum stated that Internal Affairs sponsored this, but he did not get a 

chance to really read through it. He stated that he enjoyed the idea but wanted to 

change the way it was written. He stated that he had a mostly full revision, and 

motioned to table by raise of hands with Senator Welty seconding. 

▪ The amendment is tabled unanimously.  

Douglas Road Turn Signal Resolution  

 Senator Kohler, the author, stated that in the intersection with Douglas and Oakwood, 

there is no turning signal when you are crossing. Senator Kohler went through the police 

reports and found 5 different accidents: 3 from the lack of signal and a couple from rear 

ending- due to no turn signal.  

o Senator Enoch clarified that the turn signal would be from crossing Dorr Street, 

and Senator Kohler confirmed.  



 

 

o Senator Linthicum asked what Senaor Kohler would do with the resolution 

should it pass, and Senator Kohler replied that he would take it to the parking 

committee on which he sits. 

o Motion to move into debate by Senator Linthicum with Senator Welty seconding.  

o Senator Welty motioned to approve by acclimation, with Senator Taylor 

seconding.  

▪ The resolution passes unanimously.   

Bills Update Amendment:  

 Senator Linthicum stated that he and Speaker Zapadka thought of it, but only senators 

may be listed as authors.  

 The purpose of the amendment was to simplify the spending process and to close the 

loophole of having several different resolutions for the same allocation. 

o The amendment stated that every expenditure that is not an office supply must go 

through an allocations bill which requires two weeks to pass regardless of 

amount.  

 Speaker Zapadka recused himself and Chief Justice Lawson took the stand.  

 Motion to table by acclimation by Senator Welty with Senator Brown seconding.  

o The amendment is tabled with no objections. 

 

Announcements 

 Senator Linthicum asked that everyone fill out the internal review of Senate to help next 

year’s Student Government.  

 Senator Brown motioned the Associate Chief Justice Amendment to the floor, with 

Senator Welty seconding.  

o Speaker Zapakda asked for an explanation of the amendment for the Senate.  

o Senator Brown stated that the amendment would let the Associate Chief Justice sit 

on Executive Board.  

o Speaker Zapadka stated that the Senate was now in debate on whether or not to 

hear the amendment. 



 

 

o President Russell clarified that the amendment was brought forward to the 

Executive Board and was voted 6-1 not to send it to the floor. He stated that they 

felt that there is no reason to have the Associate Chief Justice be on Executive 

Board. They already fill the role of that seat when the Chief Justice is gone. This 

would be the same as if every vice chair was on Executive Board, and it is 

redundant. Their purpose is to mention the issues brought to them through 

legislation or complaint forms. It does not take two people to do that job on 

Executive Board.  

o Speaker Zapadka reminded everyone that the Senate was in debate on whether or 

not to hear the amendment, not on the amendment itself.   

o Senator Layhew stated that they have heard the opinion of Executive Board, and 

the power of the Student Government is in Senate, therefore they should hear it 

today.  

o It was stated that a large portion of the Senate that was missing, so the discussion 

would not be as full. However, Senator Krabill pointed out that this is the last 

meeting the amendment could be heard for this session.  

o President Russell stated that the Senate should consider whether or not this was a 

pressing enough matter to be done this session or next session.   

o Senator Linthicum motion to end debate on hearing it and move into voting upon 

it, with Senator Layhew seconding.  

o Speaker Zapadka deferred to SJC to clarify that 2/3 of Senate was needed to vote 

upon the matter, and Chief Justice Lawson confirmed.  

o It was determined that the Senate did not have quorum with only 19 people out of 

39 members present and the legislation could not be heard.  

 Senator Quershi reminded everyone of the philanthropy dinner for his fraternity.  

 Justice Walker reminded everyone of BIG Event, and said that people should get there 

around 10/10:30, and they would move out to job sites at 11:30/12.  

o Senator Layhew asked her to post the information.  

 Justice Walker also reminded everyone of Lamba Sigma “Laps for Diabetes.”   

 Senator Linthicum reminded that when you propose something and/or motion something 

to the floor during Senate, you need to do it at open floor.   

 Justice Windau stated that two things were reviewed by SJC and voted on. Those 

decisions are still binding decisions of SJC, and the full length of the decisions will be 



 

 

sent out by email. Any questions can be directed towards Chief Justice Lawson if it is 

about intent/meaning and towards himself if it is about wording. 

 Speaker Zapadka implored everyone to be safe and have fun at SG night and told 

everyone to get a shirt after the meeting.  

 

Final Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 

 

Adjournment:  

Motion to Close – Senator Andy Taylor 

Seconded by Senator Marty Linthicum 

Meeting Adjourned  

 

 

Recorded By: Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 

Emailed By: Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary (4/15/2018) 


