
 

 

The University of Toledo 

Student Government 

Senate Minutes 

4/3/18 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 8:15 PM 

 

Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary  

Motion to Approve Meeting Minutes: Senator Marty Linthicum   

Second: Senator Jordan Welty  

  

Guests: 

Jerrin George  

Carter Bayer  

 

Open Floor 

 Senator Taylor asked Lieutenant Williams about the necessity of having police presence 

at events where they handle cash. 

o Lieutenant Williams replied that it was simply the fact that if people knew there 

was cash at an event, and there was no protection, it makes that event a target.  

▪ The police are there as a deterrent and to address the safety issue.  

o Senator Taylor stated that he was unsure if people tabling in the Union and 

handling cash, such as doing change drives, needed a police presence seeing as 

they were in the middle of the Union.  

▪ Lieutenant Williams replied that organizations had to sit down and 

discuss that issue beforehand and figure out the technicalities of the event.  

 

Guest Speakers: 

None 



 

 

 

Appointments 

None  

 

Reports 

Internal Affairs: Senator Marty Linthicum, Committee Chair 

 The Student Government Social is on Friday the 13th. All of the information for this 

event is on the Facebook page.  

o If you are not part of that page, talk to Senator Linthicum or Senator Welty.  

 Student Allocation Committee applications will be going live soon.  

o Senator Linthicum encouraged everyone to consider applying.  

o The job of the committee is to allocate money to all of the organizations on 

campus.  

o Senators Linthicum, Taylor, and Enoch are all on the Committee.  

 Internal Affairs is currently working on going through the applications for office 

secretary.  

 If anyone is interested in running for the executive board, please talk to people who are 

currently on it; everyone has a chance and should run if he/she is interested.  

 Do not forget to do office hours.  

External Affairs: Senator Julia Hernandez, Committee Chair  

 External Affairs made a poster for Rocket Prom. If you want to be part of the picture that 

will go on social media, stay for a little bit after the meeting.   

 

Campus Culture: Senator Kristina Sweet, Committee Chair  

 The Walk with the UTPD was postponed due to the weather.   

o Instead it will be April 10th, 9:00 pm.   

o Lieutenant Williams confirmed the date and said he would put it on the calendar.  

 

Treasurer: Senator Andy Taylor 



 

 

 We did move $216 from sponsored events to pay for the renewal of the website.  

o This money should be under subscriptions/dues, but Gene allowed the 

reallocation of the money.  

 The budget is still on track for a surplus; there is a chance we will lose money from 

sponsored events, but it is not a big deal.  

 Senator Taylor, Donovan and Sarah have a meeting tomorrow to discuss changing the 

role of treasurer for the year after next. 

o Outside of SAC, the duties for Treasurer are not extensive, so if anyone is 

interested they should talk to Senator Taylor and run for the position.  

 Senator Taylor was unable to make the meeting for Faculty Senate, so there will be an 

update on that when the minutes are sent out.  

SJC: Chief Justice Madison Lawson 

 SJC is trying to get the peer procedural advocate program started.  

 They are also working on in the future having students or (specifically) SJC reviewing 

ticket appeals.  

o Other schools do it, and SJC has done it before, so it should be brought back.  

Election Board: Speaker Kyle Zapadka  

 No report  

President: Jimmy Russell  

 Make sure you are talking to committee chairs or executive officers before April 24th if 

you intend to run for a position.   

o If you did not go for an ‘elected senator’ position, make sure you have an 

argument for why you should get back into Senate.   

o President Russell can only speak on the External Affairs committee. If you are 

considering running for External Affairs chair, talk to Senator Hernandez first.  

 The alumni names need to be done by July due to the Student Government reunion 

during homecoming.  

Vice President: Drew Williams  

 The Post Election Festival went well.  



 

 

 Dr. Flapp is looking for a couple of Student Government members for a board of trustees 

student trustees nominated committee (to review, interview, and nominate 6 new student 

trustees) on Friday, April 13th from 1-7 in University Hall.  

o If you are interested, stay after the meeting to talk to Vice President Williams or 

President Russell.  

 

Member of the Week  

Justice Nick Thompson  

 

Old Business 

Diversity Month Resolution  

 This resolution was motioned to the floor last meeting.   

 Senator Bhakta, the author, stated that the resolution had not changed from the last 

meeting except for the fixed grammatical error and spelling issues.   

o In essence, four speakers were invited to speak on how to implement diversity on 

campus and about their views of diversity.  

 Motion to move into debate by Senator Spring, with Senator Sweet seconding. 

 Motion to approve by acclamation by Senator Taylor, seconded by Senator Bhakta.  

o Objections from Senator Sweet, Senator Layhew, and Senator Welty.  

o Senator Layhew objected on the grounds that random words were still capitalized 

and other grammatical errors were still present, and that the overall message of 

the resolution was vague.  

o The objection is sustained.   

 President Russell noted that technically grammatical errors are up to the legislative 

secretary to correct before it is posted.   

 Senator Welty stated that the resolution has been up twice. It has never gone to Steering 

and has been late twice. It was tabled last week to be reviewed for grammatical errors 

and to go through Steering, which did not happen.  

 Senator Sweet stated that the resolution was vague with a lot of we/I statements.   

o If Senate is speaking on behalf of other students, those statements should not be 

in the resolution.  



 

 

 Senator Sweet also stated that in the ‘whereas’ statements, it does not directly correlate 

the panel of speakers with the resolution.   

▪ Senate could could do this in open floor without a piece of legislation.  

 Senator Taylor pointed out that no member of Steering offered to help Senator Bhakta. 

o Senator Taylor acknowledged that the resolution was a little vague, and asked 

Senator Bhakta to elaborate on what is to be accomplished by this legislation.   

 Senator Bhakta replied that the different leaders of campus have their own ideas on how 

diversity can be implemented on campus, and this panel would bring three different 

opinions that Student Government can blend into one for the good of the whole student 

body.  

 Senator Taylor clarified that Senator Bhakta wanted Senate to host a meeting where the 

speakers would come talk, which Senator Bhakta confirmed.  

o Senator Taylor then asked if Senator Bhakta had already talked to the speakers, 

to which he again replied yes and that they had all agreed.  

 Senator Taylor summarized that the intent is to invite four guest speakers to talk and that 

the legislation was due to the fact that there was four speakers.  

 Senator Linthicum argued that the intent of a legislation is unimportant when concerning 

what it says. The intent was very good, but needed to be stated in the actual resolution.   

o Senator Linthicum further clarified what President Russell said, stating that no 

senator, president, justice can change past legislation without the approval of 

senate.  

 Senator Layhew stated that if the intent was to arrange a meeting with specific 

administers, it should have been stated.  

 Motion to vote by raise of hand by Senator Sweet, with Senator Layhew seconding. 

o The legislation did not pass with 14 voting in favor of the resolution, 15 voting 

against the resolution, and 3 abstaining.  

 

New Business  

None  

 

 

Announcements 



 

 

 Senator Revilla reminded Senate that the RockeTHON dance marathon was this 

weekend.  

 Senator Fitkin reminded Senate of Rocket Fest on Thursday.   

 President Russell stated that International Dinner was Friday, and that it would be the 

42nd year. This event is sometimes overlooked by students outside of the multicultural 

student organizations; it is well worth the ticket.  

 Vice President Williams reminded everyone interested in the student trustee nominating 

committee to talk to either himself or President Russell.  

 Justice Walker reminded everyone to sign up for BIG event, which is on April 14th, 

because locations are getting picked soon.  

 

Final Roll Call – Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 

 

Adjournment:  

Motion to Close – Senator Andy Taylor 

Seconded by Senator Marty Linthicum 

Meeting Adjourned  

 

 

Recorded By: Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary 

Emailed By: Senator Becca Sturges, Recording Secretary (4/7/2018) 


